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*% of the Truthof 
| I Joh, 3, 21.22, 


PRAYER, 


Beloved , if our hearts condenne wu 494 
| not, then bave we confidente to- 
wards God ; andphat/oever wee | 


 aske werecetve of him. 
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| to bring - downe all the 


Company of 


HIERVSALEM'S 
ARTILLERY, 


all increaſe of $24. -/ 


Succeſſeand 
Valour, © 


| D5,2 Wb terthefleſh, 


are not. carnall , but 


mighty - through: God, 


much honoured::-| 


) ſo the wea-l - 


pons of their warfare 


ont 2 Prong 
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frong holds and migh- | 
ty imaginativns of di- 
vs" and men , pl6tred | 
cun fiitgly avainſtthe | 
Iſraclites of God, yea, | 
all che forces of the | 
fleſh and the world | 
muſtfaintzand fly up- 

on the1iſe” of theſe 

Armes. Of this com- 
ptearc glorious Artma- 


very evergetical ma- 
mteſtatioof thepow. | 
of all the:reit 40} my 
Fechoryall the phe? 
Parts, 1; Keepeoh' rhe 


pi V whole 


Tun ByrsrLy | 
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|[Anczears ; 
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wholearmatureclale 
roamanjofanctiberk 


1.ll che reſt; roirheirſe- 
yeral vſG5-i6 guqtiiela 


den. furaiture, food 
theeves, and tobbers, 


| i daunteththe Divell 


andthe Diyels luybg, 
1t.carrieth,the armed 


| | Souldier throughour 


|[all forces and. turies, 


as a-victarious Con: 
QUEFOUT - ; Andhence 
is'that! ſaying: of the 
$Supplicats- 


ons and Teares. are the 


Fai 4 Sa”, 


| *arg yp he 


 DapscanpaYy. | 
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of t,towhom ſhould | 
1] then commend it 


| __ 


Tr ErptSTLR 


A. en 


the power 2nd excct- 
hen of this ſpirituall 
peece is unexpreſſ- 
ble,by rangues ofme 

or Atigels:fo am I'ch 

feaſt of 'fll ts be' eal. 
1ed;bFfo high & hea- 

venly a faculty, bur 
fince ' it hath pleaſed 
him that harh' mercy 
ofmee'toiteach mee 


theuſe of it» (though| 
in much weakneſle,) 


andto e mee asa 


weake penifill in his | 


draught of the truth 


— 
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both 
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MR 


Dn vDICATORY. 


boch for the Touch & 


Tuition , butto' the 
Military Forces of che 
newHierufalem,who 
are expertmerally ac- 
quainted' with this 
peece of proofe ? To 


' [youthen my deare & 


thrice noble Fellovy- 
Souldiers,the Trained 


Band of heaven, the 
-| Artillery men of the 


moſt High dedicatc 
my ſelfe and this litle 
Treatiſe ; accompr- 
ing it my only happi- 
neſle if I bebut a door- 
keeper of the Compu- 


* 4 ny; 


— 


— 


| : | Tug Ke romun | 


| ny; bear withthe fee. 
bleneſſe of my hands 
inthe kin of 
this Sword :man you 
it with. a holy and un- 
daunted coufage> and 
it wHl maintain you. 
Times call you' allto 
the breach, ftand 
cloſe one to another; 
hold faſt what yee 
haves and let no man 
take your Crovvne : 
Lay about you with 
| this fhery ſhaking 
blade uponall wichin 
you & without you, 
that atoppole Chriſt & 
| his: 
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| DzpncarorRyY. | | 
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his Kingdome: Walk| 
worthy of ſo high al 
gift ; make nor this | 
good commodity to | 
be ill ſpoken of ; part | 
not with your Armes 
and you ſhall over- 
come . It thele my 
poor pains may adde 
anything ro your skil,; 
the greateſt recopence 
I crave is to. have a 
{hare in your ciuning, 


———_ 
——_—_———— 


Your fellow-Souldter 


and Servant in loye 


GEORGE FOXLE. 
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a2 S there was ne. 
\S; 


EA ver more ſleight 
Pos) 1” venting Jud 
PURE commodities une 
der falſe gloſſes , nor never 


' more falſehoodin counter. 
| feiting of coine, to make it 
goe currant ,then intheſt 
| our daies, ſo never more 
cheating tricks in thevens« | 
ting of ſhews and ſhapes of 
holy performances , under 
thecolour of true and ef. 
ſentiall duties ,inthis ſelfe- 
coſening age of ours : In: 
ftance in this duty of pray- 
er,under the ſhadowes and 


DE.  ſhew 


—_—_— 


To theReader | 
ſhew whereof,” the Divell 
mas keth himfelf even as au 
Angell of light: All that 
are of any religion wil ſeems 
to pray, but a few pray in- 
deed. It i ancaſie thinz 
wnder the meanes ( e(peci-| 
ally of quick wits,)to drawe 
4 faire pifture or dumbe 
ſhew of prayer, but the $p3 - 
rit only can make a living 
prayer, As nothing « liker 
| true friendſhip then flatte- 
ry, ſo nothing liker Piety 
then Hypocriſie: nothing 
liker Prayer then painted 
words, but words mit hout 
quickning power of the 
Spirit areno prayer at all, 
All that are of any know- 
ledge withinthe i of the 
Church, will acknowledge 
the indigefted prayer of thr 
brutiſh | 


Am 


T 


"res 
| bablizg ,andal{o the pray. 


| ing of Prayer from all Sem-' 


| _ Torhe Reader, | 


ſh ignorant, to.he but 


ers of ſuch as \ worſhip. 4 


but ſin but that aman may 
have fit wor/\es , 4 fluent 
phraſe , patheticall expreſ: 
ſeons, yet no prayer , that 
ſeemeth a Paradox:but that 
ſoit may be 1 have ſhewed 
at large in this Treati(e, 
wherein I have endeavour 
red tocleare by proper, and 
diſtintt notes the trut Be- 


| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| 


ſtrange Gad,or the tre Gid. 
after a falſe manner, to bee 


blances of. prayer... And. 
where the comfart infray- 
er ariſeth from the ſcuſe of 
the ſpirit inprayer, 1 have| 


\ delivered ( as 1 may) the: 


| meanes 'of attaining the 


ſenſe of thi Shivit vogcther 


with! 


_ wy 
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| | TotheReader.- 


OO — 


with inconragements and 
motives to g0eonn prayer 
thongh/ſenſe be not preſent . 
And laſtly I give diretti-, 
ons, how they that want the 
Spirit of (upplication, ſhall\ * 
Libosy gut Though my 
#nſufficienty in every par- 
tcntar, may appeare t0 an 
Artiſt inthe dy, yer,to; 
God's glory bee it ſpoken, 1 
have gone along by the 
light and feeling of ſome 
[parkles of the Spirit , but 
with matter of much ſor- 
row,for my ſhallowneſſe in 
theduty. Take heed then, 
Chriſtian Reader how-thou 
prayeſt , for it u Sathans 
main impoſtare to get thy 
heart to deceine thee in thu 
duty,which i the lock and 
key of all other duties, read 
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| failings to me, andgive 


pleaſe F4 hs 
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To the Teader, 


and confider , impute the 


God the Glory if anything 


Yoursto uſcin Chriſt, 
| 


G.Foxrris, | 
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2 S there is no ec 
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SS My 


f d vill of finne,nor | The excel- 
HI) plague of pu. — 
ror"? niſhment ,more | praiers 
teareful & dangerousthen| - 
the Spirit of ſlumber ſo | Iy 29-20] 
there 1s no- better preſer- 
. - N Rom, 1 2.8, 
vation againſt it, and me- 
dicine for the cure of it, 
then the Spirit of Prayer. 
'T he bet A Gods people 


are 


2, | 
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 TheGroanes 
are taken with ſomediegs 
of this, 

7 ſleepe(ſaith the ſpouſe) 
but my heart waketh : All 
had need therefore tobe 
 awaked, and thereisno 
better meanes to» awake 
us,thento hear God fpea. 
king tous , ahdto ſet ons 


Theſe be the rwo mcancs 
indeed that abandon all 
thar breake off fami- 
liarity with God , and 
keepe -and increaſe ac- 

uainfance with God, let 

at counfell of our Sa- 


-* : - | vidur ever:be :with us, 


watchand pray”. It isthe 
beſt meancs for watch- 
men to keepe themſclves 
awake by talking, and ſo 
| rouſetheirSpirits by cor. 


ference | 


ſelves a talking to God, | 


II 


OE 0" 0 Oy; Oe 5 


of the Spirit, 2 
ference, This Prayeris "IJ 
the beſt medicine, theſa- 
feſt refuge,thetrueſt meſ- 
ſenger , and the moſt 
mighty - prevailer with 
God, 

To ſtirre us up then to 
loexcellent and neceſſary 
a duty ,; in ſodangerous, 
ſecure, and backſlidin 
time, have made bold to 
hang out alitlelighr, that 
they that have crred from 
the way (as who doth 
not) may returne, they 
thatare inthe way may 
ooe on with comfort,and| 
 {rheythat never cameinto| 
the way(who yer ſuppoſe} 
themſelyes to be in the 
way) may,lif it be poſlt-| 
ble, be brought into the | 
Way. 


1_ 
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Spirit of Prayer. 


| how to attaine to the 
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The Groanes 


For Method and me- 
moriesſake, the ſubjeR 
of this litle Treatiſe, con- 
taines init, or divideth it 
ſelfe into theſe particu- 
lars. 

In the firſt, there is a 
deſcription of Prayer. 

Inthe ſecond , are diſ- 
covered the marks of the 


ECCOITONT 


The third direReth us 


ſence of the Spirit of Prai- 
er. 


The fourth ſheweth 
how a man ſhould hold 
on the duty of Prayer 
without the ſence of the 
Spirit, , 

The fift and laſt dire- 
ceth men that want the 
Spirit of Praycr howto 


labour 


| ofthes pirit. 


|ibour for it: Oftheſe and 

} their proper particu- 
'ars in order, and firſt, 
YTicfly ofthe firft, becauſe 
the manner of true Prayer 
loth diſcover fully the 
aature of Prayer. 

The School-men, and 
Fathers have diverſe De- 
(criptions; in which for 
metobccurious,ſtandeth 
acither withthe nature of 
the Treatiſe, nor with the 
[cope or my intent : And 
tor my owne part as ane 
ſaid in another caſe, 1 had 
rather pray powerfully then 
define Prayer accurately: 


The ſumme of all Deſcri- 
ptions,imay be compriſed 
inthis,namely, That Praz- 


WE 


The ſumme of all theſe;] 


De /cyipti- 
| on of Prai- 
| er, 


| 


| 


er is a ſpirituall Ability in. 


A} fuſed 
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The Groants 


fuſed into the heart where. 
by the ſoule expreſſeth it 
ſelfe familiarly and imme. 
diately to God jn thename 
of leſs Chri#t, withconfi. 
dence inthe promiſes. It is 
called by ſome the pious 
affettion of the ſpeaker to 
Godby others the manife- 
ſtation of the heart to God, 
and the aſſent of the ſoul to 
God. This definitio ismade 
200d by diverſe places of 
the Scripture compared 
together: Firſt, the Spirit 
maketh interceſiton for us | 
with Greans;Secondly,the 
heart u the ſeate ec. 
Lord before thee ts 6 
wy deſere, and my ſighing 
& not hid fromthee: This 
muſt be done immcdiatly 
to God, for thou that 


heareſt 


pr I 


y ow ww Ovy wv 


— 


of the'Spirit. 


Theareft Prayers(ſaith the 


Pſalmiſt)unto thee.ſhalall 
fleſh come;and thatin the 


name + will: doeit ;"Nel- 
ther doth Chriſt his Me. 
diatourſhip make ours 
not to be immediate; for 


| he is God ds wellas man, 
'} and isappointed. our Me- 


diatour, asthe place quo- 
ted teſtifieth , I will doe 
it. Laſtly with confidence 
in thepromilſes,amd this i 


| the confidence that we have 


in him, that if wee aske any 
thing according Fo his will 
he heareth us. 

Firſt,that Prayer 1s not 
an natural} acquired abi- 
lity. | 
Secondly,itcoſiſtethnot 


Name of Chriſt. 7f yee | 
-aske any thing itt "my 
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in words though they be 
ornat, or well ſet forth 


| with ſeeming holyneſſe, 


| butin the powring out of 
the heart, by ſighes and 
{groanes inexpreſible. 

Thirdly, Itis no Pray- 


[er at allthat is not made 


in and by Chriſt, 


| Fourthly & Laſtly, with- 


out faith it is impoſſible 


ftons more fblly inthe ſe. 
cond particular, to which 
now Iprocced. 


2 How 


5 WE: 


to pray: Ofthefe Conclue |/ 


PR Y 


i nds 


ot 
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of the Spirtt. 


2 How aman may know 
when hee prayeth in the; 
Spirit, 


S81S Prayer is 
==) the ſpecialgifr 
| -—|{y\} of God;ſo all 
WI men have it 
not that can 


talk well, orthat ſeeme to 
have ir, "will poure out my 
Spirit (ſaith the Lord)wp- 

09 all fleſh, that is, upon 
all his own; he promileth 
no ſuch thing ro the wic- 
ked , Pray alwaies ,ſaith 
theApoſtle:Try wethere. 
fore, whether wee have 
this or not, for good 
words except they be the 
words of the Spirit, will 


not ſerve. Would you 
| A5 then 


—Cﬆ__ 


Lock, 2.28, 


Epnheſ.6, 
18, 


Evidences 


of praying 
in the Spi- 


f 


jmeat, prefentment and e- 


The Groanes {| 


then know whether you 
pray by the Spiritor no, 
try your Prayer by theſe 
particular evidences, | 
The firſt evidence of| 
the Spirit of Praier is our 
Adoption, or Sonſhip, 
wherein wee are interre-! 
ſted. Baſtards and ſtran- 
gers, yea, meere ſervants 
cannot pray; they learne' 
not,nay cannot fearne the' 
language of the houſe, as 
children can doe; they cal 
notupon God, they may; 
get fome broken lan- 
guage, or rermes of Art 
wherewithal} to ſerve} 
their neceſſities , as for | 
| 


ſteemeamong Gods peo- 
ple;yea , for ſome words| 
they may come to. be ad: 


mired! 
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mired, butintherrne pro- 


they can-ſpeake truly , if 
| 


__— ——— — —  - —Pa2 ooo Oo} 


of the Spirit, _ -o 


——O—— —— 


hounciation of $hiboleth 
they areto {ecke , and fo 
they come fſhort_of that 


language: But the ſonnes|- 


and daughters, bethey 
fever ſo weake.,” yea, dut 
babes or Infants inChriſt, 
yet they can fpeake the 
language of their Fa- 
ther traly , though, not 
througly,noreloquently, 
All this the Apoſtle pro- 
veth in that Phraſe to the 


% 


ther : here obſerve, 
firſt, who cryeth, namely 
Sonnes, and they only: 
Secondly what they cry, 
namely Father, whichit 


with 


| Romans:Tee havereceived'\, _ , 
the Spirit of Adoption 15. 
| whereby yee cry Abba Fa- 


T—— I -— -- 
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| with litlechildren , they 
can {ay litle more, -yer 
they pray truly, ſpeaking 
the language ofthe Spi- 
rit, 
w = A ſecond note that one 
|vour of the | yrayeth by the Spirit, is 
regret an carneſt deſire and en 
deayour to take the Spi- 
|ritalong wichthem:They 
will. not goe willingly 
| without the evidence of 
the Spirit, witneſle the 
lame Apaſtle; the Spiris 
| maketh requeſt for ws: 
Where wee muſt under-| 
Rand that the Spirit is 
ſaid to make requeſt for us 
after an other manner, 
then the ſonne is ſaid to 
make requeſt for us,v.34. 
namely by the vertue and 
power of his merit ; But 
| | the 


— —e 


of the Spirit. 
the Spirit maketh requeſt 
by ſtirring us up, and put- 
ting us ON t@ make re- 
queſt, The Spirit (as one 
laich ) by that annointing 
power teacheth and fra- 
meth us to frame 0ur peti. 
| 72075. In this wee muſt be 
like Moſes , If the Lords 
preſence goe not with us 

let us not goe from hence, 
The beſt of Hypocrites 
can becontent to have an 
Angell goe before them, 
give the Angellicall ſtile, 
coming from lips touch- 
ed with a coale of ſtrange 
fire, moved by no inter- 
nall principle, except it 
be from ſome common 
eiftarthe beſt, it 15.e- 
nough, andinthis they 
pleaſe themſelves , and 
gain 


ex | 


Exod.z 3. 
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| 8aine admiration'from o. 
thers ; but zherr praiſe x 
but of men and net of God, 
but this will not ſerve 
the children of Prayer, 
they wili nor ſttrte with. 
out the Spirit of their Fa- 
ther, neither can they dor 
Rom.8. | it: Vee know n0t (faith the 
Apoſtle) what to pray as 
weourht: we haveneither 
thoughtco concetve, nor 
will toconſent, nor art to 
perfet of our ſelves. As 
: the Spirit of God did 
move or flutter upon the 
waters for the inclining 
of that vaſt body', : bya 
powerful and procrea- 
tive heate, ſo the heate of 
Gods Spirit muſt either 
quickenusto the duty,or 
wee, and it areno better 
| then 


— 


of the Spirit. | I | 
| mmm — _ _——————————— 
then a dead Carcafle,or at | 

the faireſt but like a ſpeci- | 
ous Picture, The people |. 
ot God doe now and then 
ncgle& (I muſt confeſle) 
this duty, theraking their 
guide with them ; they 
weigh not (o attentively, 
nor watch fo lerioutly at- 
ter this firſt mover , as 
they ſhould : As a man 
forgetteth to ſet - his 
watch,or to take his guide 
with him . And this1s a 
main cauſe why they ſeck 
and find not, yea , why 
they walke not in the 
ſtrength of the Spirit. A- 
gaine the people of God 
may be without the ſence 
and feeling of the Spirit, 
& yet the Spirit be there, 
they not being aware: 
how-/ 
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3 A ſenſs- 
bility of 
our 0wne 
ability. 
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howloever they are very 
{cnſible of their inſenſib1. 
lity, and much humblcd 
for their negleR, 

The third evidence 
that we pray by the Spi- 
ritis a ſenſibility of our 
owne inability : As the 
Spirit helpeth our infir- 
mities, ſo it diſcovercth 
the infirmity of the un 
derſtandino, the will, the 
memory, the afteQions; 
yea, the Spirir diſcove- 
reth all indi{pofition, 
{loathfulneflc , impatien. 
cy , inconſRRancy. and too 
much making haſt, fleſh 
and blood cannot diſco- 
ver theſe; Indeed fleſh & 
blood will diſcover want 
of readineſſe,or of an out- 


ward frame of words, or 
tor) 


OO —— 


of the Spirit. | 


| 
for want of ſome ſuper. 
naturall heate to inliven 
theoutward ation, which 
the hypocrite may take 
forthe true heate of the 
(Spirit, but the want of 
that cceleſtiall heate, or 
true quickning motion of 
the Spirit,itneither difco- 
vereth nor bewalleth: 
But the godly out of 
knowledge of theſe infir- 
mities , are excecding 
humbled , whereupon | 
there is roome made 
for the Spirit to reſt in, 
for repairing of thoſe ru- 
ines;yea,the child of God 
by the knowledg of theſc 
his wants, commeth to 
[peed beſt , when in his 
owne conceipt he prayeth | 
worſt, yea, when hecan 
ſay 


OO 


: . 
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lay nothing with Moſes, 
and is to himſelfe as it 
were breathlefle , - and 
{{peechleſie,yer out of the 
|{enfibility of his prolixity 
he cryeth_ hardeſt of all, 
and' God is nigheſt to' 
him, whenhe conceiveth | 
him to be fartheſt off: If 
then thou findeſt or fee- | 
leſt not in Prayer that 
comfort that thy heart 
defireth, be not diſcoura- 
ged, but rather comfort 
thy ſelfe;upon the feeling 
jofthy wants, and humik- 
l ion for they; becauſeit 
is aworke of the Spirit, 
goe onthen, and rather 
thenthou pray not atall, 
|caſt thy ſelfe before tlic 
Lord, lookupto heaven, 


ifthoucanſt but cry like'a 
| litle 


| of theSpirit. 


litle child , ceaſe not till 
thou make the Echo of 
the Rock to reſound. 
The fourth evidence of 
the guidance of the Spi- 


7s 


4 Helpe a« 
gainſ# ins 


firmities. 


rit,is aſcnſible helping of 
us in ſome meaſureagainſt 
the aforeſaid infirmities 
of Vaderſtanding, Will, 
Memory, and Afﬀections.| gn, 8, 24 
The Spirit helpeth our in-| | 
firmities: Ttteacheth for 
what and how to pray: 
It ftrengthheth memory; 
with motives, outof the; 
whichthe underſtanding; 
frameth arguments , as 
judgments, mercies, Pre- 
cepts,promiſes, renued-|| 
nefle, ranking every one 
ithis due place, and cau-| 
fingthe ſouleto pick ſome 
200d:out of of every _ 

of 


Memory | 
and Vnlers: 


[tandings 1 


En 


—_ 


Mat.26. 
$ 9+ 


of them. So the Spirit 
bringeth the wil in Praier| 
contrary toits diſpoſition| 
to be ſubjeR tothe Will; 
of God, and to make 
choice of that whichGod 
willeth as the very beſt: 
inthis our Saviour Chriſt 
is a perfe@ patterne, in 
his heavy and dreadfull 
conflic, ſaying often and 
12aine: Not as I will but az 
thou wilt Father The Spi- 
rit doth not only correct 
and change the averſe. 
neſlſe,and deadneſle of the 
affections, as feare, love, 
joy,and forrow, butir ſets 
them on with ahigh and 
heavenly temper upon 
.cheir proper objects; As 
that the ſoule in Prayer, 
ſhould love nothing in 
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cCOm- 
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compariſon of God, and 
his countenance hate no- 
thing ſo mxch(no 207 ihe 
[Divell or Hell it {elfe) as 
his owne finne, grieve, at 
nothing ſo much as the 
grieving of God, fear no- 
thing as the God of his 


fea re, 


Laſtly the Spirit hel- 
peth the ſtupidity and be- 
nummedneſle of the con- 
ſcience, making it render 
and pliable, andalſoim- 
partiall 'in the applying 
home of the particulars 
tothe preſent ſeate of the 


|} 
( 


funtion of the conſci- 
cnce: As for inſtance,it ei- 
ther excuſeth by applica- 
tion of mercy , the truit 
whereof is preſent peace; 


ſoule,which is the proper | 


6 ot 


Conſcience. 


| or 


— — 


| 


B- 


ObjeFion. 


_. 


or acculeth by y applicati- 
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on of Iudgment, the pre- 
ſent fruit whereof 1strou- 
ble and terror: yet it brin- 
geth forth and begetteth 
the quiet fruit of righte- 
ouſnefle ; for upon the 


— ee 


| 


judging of our ſelves by 
the afflicting otourſclves, 
Godceaſcth to judge us, 


| Try then what helpethou 


 findeſt of the Spirit, in 
ſtreogthning thy weak- 
neſſein the ſecking ofhis 
face, for aſſuredly * weeall 
find the lefſe helpe for 
want of this triall. 

But ſome willlay, wee 
findnohelpe at all; Our 
underſtanding is darker, 
our memories weaker , 
our wills hee perverſe 
our afteions deader,our 


_— 
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ofthe Spirit. 


conſciences heavier then 
ever they were. 
I anſwer, firſt there 


may be a neglect of the 
| triall of: the performance 


by the: ſeverallnotes, and 
tlſo ſucha careleflencſle, 
to walke by the rule of 
Prayer, that the'duty is 
fallen into a cuſtome ſo 
that, becauſe we look not 
to take the Spirit along 
with us, and caſtnot our 
ſelves, and the duty-upon 
the helpe of it, we come to 
want the heipe thereof 
when we wonld, becauſe 
we looked notfor it when 
we ſhould. 
Againe, it may bean- 
ſwered for ſome, that 
{ence isnotrue Tudge: For 


| as ſome may.conceive of 


help| 


ny” WEE 
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help from the Spirit, that 
never had any, and con* 
| ceipt of {ound and well] 
ordered parts in Prayer, 
that havenothing butrot- 
ecnneſſe in their inward 
parts(for all their painted 
| oratory & glozing words) 
ſo ſome may be unlenſl. 
| ble of the aforeſaid helpe| 
for ſome miſtakings, or 
OE I 
ſome diſorder in the 
courſe, yca, by Gods hi- 
ding his preſence,of ſence, 
and yet be helped might- 
ly by God:which may be 
inſtanced and proved by 
theſe two particulars. 
| Firſt,the ſence of thoſe 
inhrmitics in Prayer , is 
the worke and evidence 
of a praying Spirits 
| | Secondly,the going on 
| with 


—_ — Cr con ces 


_— — — 
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with fighes and'groanes, 
unger the burden of theſe 
infirmities -»is word for 
word , totakeusup ( as 1t 
were by the hand) and eo 


[goe with us againſt our| | 


infirmities. Ifthe ſpirit in 
theſerwo be withus, itis 
aot want of ſenſe that can 
nullifie his preſence. Elz- 


cies were ſhut could nor 
ſee the armies ofthe Lord, 
but-his eyes being open 
he ſaw clearely that there 
were more with him then 
againſt him : So let the 
foule of fuchgoe on, and 
wait uponthe Lord,with- 
'out. cenſuring the Lords 
work for want of feeling; 


-and let them for their 


 & all 


ſba's ſervant , while his| 


better ſtay, view and try; 
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Anſwer 


all the points of the evi. 
dence , forif one hold, all | 
the reſt will in ſome mea- 
{ure make for them. 

Yea but others will 
ſay they arelſo farre from 
help againſt their infirmi- 


ties,that the infirmities of [| 
earthly and idle thoughts 


doe ſtrive into the very 
duty,whereby the worke | 
ofthe Spirit(for the time) 
is quenched, the ſoul hea- 
tenoff,and the hcart ſtoln! 
away. 

Foranſwer,I muſt con- 
teſle itis a ſhrewd incoun-! 
ter,and a dangerous infir-| 


mity ariſing qut -of the| | 


looſenefle of the heart, 
the atheiſme of the mind, 
the deadneſle of the con- 
{cience, the corruption of 

the 


_ — * 


Way: 


| ! 
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| ons; whereby wee ler lip 


[| verſa ſmooth; Firſtthe 


————— 
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the memory and earthly 
condition of the- affet- 


& forget with whom.we 


we have todoe: Hereis 
want of devotion &iwant 
of attention, 1 2s mad fol. 
ly ( faith one ) 20.thy ſelfe, 
& great ininry toanother, 
when thou wilt neither at. 
tend him nor look to thy 
felfe ; yet tor allthis it is 
no other temptationibut 
ſuch as may and: doth o- 
vertake the children of. 
God: byt with this difte- 
refice from that: vagrancy 
inthehearts. of the unre- 
generate men be they ne- 


fame ſpirit whoſe worke 
fora time recoiletl.,, :at 


as | 


— J—_ _—— 


have todeale, and what| 


Bern. de 


Bk B 2 at'| 
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How the 
godly are 
troubled 
with idle 
thoughts in 


prayer. 


| 


[veththem in chaines for; 
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| 


conquering cominander, 
routs al thoſe rebellious 
thoughts, yea and taking 
them on a ſudden , reſer- 


execution; then he brings 
theſe diſordered forces or 
faculties of the ſoul with 
ſorrow & ſhame enough 


then hee! ſhewerth them 
what baſe ſlaves had cau- 
ſed them to recoile from 
ſogloriousand gainfull a 
ſervice of {o great a God, 
what a commander they 


lengthlike a oreat & ſole] | 


up,or rather beateth up; 


to their neglected ſervice;| | 
4 which ſervice being done 
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dangerous and ſhamefull 
hazard they had brought 
themſelves into ; at” the 


Con- | 


had forſaken ;' and what| 


———— wt 


_ — 
” 


| ofthespirit.. 


conſideration whereof, 
their hearts 'ſmite them, 
they abhorre their owne 
ſoules,they weep bitterly 
till they leave a Bochino or 


| place of weeping behinde 


them to ſetrheir feer up6 
their necks , and doecxe- 
cution upon thoſe {laviſh 
| Canaanites,to whom they 
had ſhamefully inflaved 


not but many have a cate 
to doe ; yet !when they 
have done all they can, 
ſome willeſcape in, a cor- 


theato doe them a mil- 
chiefe at undwares: As 
they pray therefore,ſo lc 
themwatch, ++ of 

But with the unregene- 


[rate manit is nothing ſo: 


B 3 for 


ed 


theſelves z which I doubt| 


ner, ſtarting out now and| 


—_————— 
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How :t 1 
with the 
unre gene- 
rate. 
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off, 'and yer his heart ne- 


plaguie ' Rogues in; -at 


'houſEfor them. 'The fay- 


'As for the intetpoſi 


| of Sathans ſuggeſtions, 
|I&tthatbe ſet on "Sathans 


for hee can' draw nighto | 
Godiwithi his Tips',*but| | 


keephis heart tt enough | 


ver ſmiterh him : hee is | 

content to havea Dovein| 
his hand, and a Hog in his| 
heart”; : thought 'iS' free| | 
with hitn ; and thatis the 


mark of a {lave 3 : Itjs one] | 
thing to let Fraivoty. ang | 


— —+ ww \ 5a [ ry Fm | —_— 


doores by ne ligence &] | 
fo to 'bee troubled with | 

itig them qut, and an-| | 
other thingto' keep open] 


reſt ſuh-ſhine may bee 0- | | 
ver-clouded , emmy | 


Fl ſelfe can never be li Sh 
tion | | 


SS J Kore, = Laſt 


b2 the ſpirit inprayer , that 


| dare pray , nor have they 


of the Spirit. 


Laſt of all , ſome will 
ſay , they areſo far from 
the aid and aſſiſtance of 


they neither can pray,nor 


any minde to prays can 
thoſe bee the children of | 
God? | 

I anſwer ,though they 
becinan exceeding great 
ſtrait, yet they may bee | 
Gods children for althart, 
for though they cannot, 


neither dare pray,yetthey | 


defireto pray : &though 
they have no defire, yer 
they wiſhthey might de- 
fir2. But we muſtlearnto 
diſtinguiſh between par- | 
tics in a due temper both 
of body and foule , and 
themſelves diſtempered 
B 4 in 


Anſwer 
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in 0NC or both : {ome- 
rimes,through the diſtem 
| per of black fumes ofme- 


with the ſenſe of fin , the 
( want of grace,or with the 
trouble of ſome blaſphe- 
 mous or wicked thoughts 
ſometimes the Lord is 
pulling a finner as a brand 
Out of the fire, leaveth 
ſparkles of his terrible 


| 


greater humiliatio,ſome- 
times the Lord may ſeal 
the heart and cloſe up the 
mouth for the trial of the 
party himſelfe,the exam- 


| ple of others, and the ma. 


nifeſtation - of his owne 
| power , in keeping of the 


— 


wrath in him , for his| 


lancholy, the umagination | |; 
' fis corrupt, ſometimes the | | 
| Conſcience is wounded| *! 


in' | 


an OO wo CO © $6 © 


| {inthar caſe, and his mer-| 
' icy inthcinlarging of their} 


—— ———— 


[time of reſtraint, In all 
| 'theſecaſes the ſoule may 


— A. 


| of thespirit. | 


— 


' hearts according to the 


| beclear ofthe things, the 
exercife of prayer barred, 
and yet the ſpirit of pray- 
'erremain ; which may bh 
evidenced by the fruits of 
the ſpirtt which are aten- 
'derneſſe of conſcience, a 
hatred of fin ,loveto the 
| Saints., and obedience to 
| God. - So much for the 
fourth note ,” wherein 1 
| have been the larger by 
reaſon of the power of 
[the ſpirit herein. © - 
\- The fift evidence. of 
| Prayer made by thefpirit, 


is that ſpitiruall vigor or 
fervency-of;it, which as 


| B & CNN, 


' 


cy 0f ſpipir 
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| | 
conſuming fire from hea. | 
| ven,cauſeth the odours of | 
| {rhe prayers of the Saints |; 
ro aſcend likeincenſe: To, | 
this effe& is that of the 
| 


Rom, 8.26. Apoſtle , The ſpirit Mas | 
| keth reque# for vs with | 
rones that cannot bee ex-\ | 
| preſſed: By thelc anpreſſi- 
ble grones,is meancthe ve-: | 
hemency or fervency of| | 
Prayer,beingthe workof 
the ſpirit, which worketh 
afteran unſpeakable ma-| | 
Gen, 32, |2cr inthe hearts ofallthat| | 
| 28, pray; this is that wreſt-| | 
ling that prevaileth with| | 
Exod.zz; | God; this is that which 
q 20. {ſtirreth up a man to /ay 
| _— 4 hold-ou God; this is that 
| * © | which /ayeth wielent hold 
| on him whom the ſoule 16+ 
weth,. This was the pra» 
- | ice 


c-| [our; witneſle thatparable 


ef the Spirit, 
—— 


ice of our Savionr| 
Chriſt, who#n the dates of 


Rice Chriſt cannot ſtand 


of the importunate pre- 
vaili dow; and ſhall 
vailing widow; and tha 


his fleſh offered up prayers | 
rand ſupplications with| 
\rons Cryes and teares : | 


Againſtthis his own pra-| 


=-- 


 Heb,6 FY 


Luke 189, 


not God revenge his e-| 
let that cry day & night?! 


eth Gods cauſe, maketh 


whereas on the fervency 
of prayer allthe contrary 


effeRs attend, This fer- 
vency was Luthers excel- 


The want of this wrong- | 


the enimie prevaile;, and] 
ourprayersto be forceles| 
and fruiclefſe, yea our) 


courſes uncomfortable; i 


47» 


| 


| 


lency,andinthis hee and 
| many 


COPE t.... 
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many others found moſt 
| g00d : This ſmiteth and 
overturneth both the in. 
| ward & outward Amala- 
kite. If thon wilt ſacrifice, 
take fire with thee ; the 
| want whereof may juſtly 
invert the ſaying of Abra- 
ham tothy diſadvantage; c 
here is the ſac; ifice bnt 
whereis the fre. The gol- 
den Cenſer recciveth no 
Odours without fire, 
more or leſſe to contumec 
|them, and according to 
| the height or lownefle of 
the fire » the motion of 
prayer is the {witter or 
flower. Thelazie,cold,8& 
frozen prayer prevaileth 
nothing with God,but by 
weeping and making catr- 


_—_ _—— 


neſt ſupplication,we my 


C} 


OE AO OE II 
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finde Godin Bethel , and 
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—— _——C————— 


ſpcak ro God,and prevail 
with God,as 2acob did. 
Let us then (as Paul 
ſaith) labour fervently tn 
prayer , that the power 
thercof may bee an evi- 
Senige of the ſpirit in us, | 
but herein wee muſt take | 
hced of the deccirfulneile 
of ſtrange fire in the heart; 
forasa burning feaver, or 
thefit of an intermitting 
Ague, orahecktick dil- 
poſition , may manifeſt 
more heat outwardly to 
the touch,yea inflame the 


ardency, or ſcorching & 
confuming heat, begetting 
an unquenchable thirſt 
by drinking up the radical 


inward parts with more | 


OD XX 


$71 
Hol, 12,4 


Col. 4. 12, 


moiſture of the. Spirits, 


| then! 
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then is to bee felt ina due 
remperature; So a feveriſh 
heat,or counterfeit zeale, 
may exalt an hypocrite 
high inthe outward acti- 
on,yea he may havea de- 
ceiving taſt of the power 
of God, & ſecming thirſt 


of the glory of God,anda 


prepoſterous delire of 
honourand immortality, 
yea all this may be liketo 
the former heat and thirſt 
in nature, an unnaturall 8& 
adyentitious heat , not 
truly inlivening & main- 
raining the life of prayer, 
but conſuming and de- 
vouring the!|ſuppoſed ſpi- 
rit of prayer ,, Ofthele 
two if you deſire to know 
the eſſentiall differenee , 1 
take it to'conſiſt in theſe 
patticulars. Firſt 
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- Firſt, this fervency isa |7be 4ife- | 
ſanRifying & ſaving fruit — 
of the ſptrit, wrought im- |cy & cour- 
mediatly inthe heart and |{£"/*it# 
afteions , whereby the i Diffe- 
underſtanding taculties ſrexce- 
are much ſublimated and 
refined, whereon follow - 
eth a more pure concep- 
ton,With a ſwifter & di- 
recter motton of prayer; 
becauſe both heart and| 
underſtanding are quick- 
ned and agitated by rruc 
celcſtiall hear. Neither 
muſt you conceive that 
the fervency. of affe&ion 
muſt carry the underſtan- 
ding- without informati- 
oh trom it- this were zeal 
without knowledge , web 
the ſpirit peremptorily 
condemneth : but this ſa- 
cred 


_ 4 
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cred fire of tervency clea.| | 
reth theclouds of the un-| | 
derſtanding : ſothatthe| | 
formcs of divine motions| | 
are more quickly and pu- 
rely framcd inthe paſave 
faculty thereof , and are 
more ſoundly and judici- 
ally wrought on by the 
attive faculty , lo the fire 
vecompatt: ſo that you 
ee this fire is of 2 heaveg-| | 
ly operation and from| | 
heaven , well may it bee 
compared with that di- 
vine fire which ' came ous 
| from before tehovah and 
conſumed the burnt off e- 
ring upon the Attar + But| 
the ſtrange fire in the ſee- 
ming zealous hypocrite 
is nothing like, for firft it 
is but. a ſupernaturall co- 
MAN | 


IIS 
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| of the Spintt. | 

mon gitt of the ſpirit at 
 \themoſtz againe, it is ra- 
| |theraninflimation of the 
| [brain , ariſingfrom tlic 
| {rapture of ſome vainglo. 
[rious conceipt, deceiving 
the heart , and running all 
along like a devouring 
wild-fire, rather ( I ſay ) 
then any true fire , war- 
| |ming and quickning the 
| |life of fupplication. 


but the ſpirit , but the 
ſtrange fire hath. either 
private injury or publike 
applauſe for the fuell. 
Thirdly, this-true fire 
hath for the end or ob- 
ject, Gods glory and the 
falvation of thoſethat are 
heated with it , coſurning | 
every 


| SY 


' { Secondly,this true ce. |z Dife- 
leſtiall fiie hath no fuell | ns 


EF 
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every thingthat ſtands in| | 


the way ofcither of theſe, | 
The ſpouſe ſpeaking of 
the nature of this zcale, | 
telleth us, that the coales 
thereof are coales of fire, 
which hath a moſt vehe. 
ment flame - Ofthis Da-' 
vid ſaith , the zeale of thy; 
houſe hath eaten me up,and 
in another place, my zeale 
hath conſumed me, or (up- 
preſſeth' me, becauſemine 
enimics have forgotten 
thy words : But counter. 
feit zeale in prayer hath 
forits end or object , the 
raviſhing of mens con- 
ccipts., the glory of ap. 
plauſe , the gaining. of 
ſome worldly commodt- 


ty ; ſo faras the ſun. ſhine 
of Gods glory is adored; 


by 


—— —— 
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by the timcs and ſtate, 1o B 
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of the Spirit, 


much-. will hypocriſie 
ſeem to advance-it -* like 
cloudes,they will follow 
the Sun, and icemto car. 
'ry Gods glory right on 
before wo "bu by when 
the current crofſeth - it 
they goeno further with 
1t.,- but like a running 
hound, they caſtup , and 
wich an open'mouth-rhey 
ran ahother way. ' 

 - - Fourthly, this true fire 
thougtvir-ſer- all of fire 
within and without ; and 
turnethall that it touch- 
cth intothe nature of fire, 
carrying all upward with 
it aceordingito- the pro- 
portio of fire ,yetithum- 
bleth the ſoul excecding- 
ly, andmaketh it vitein 
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its owneyes : for by this 
| true fervency,the ſtubble 
[and rubbiſh of mens cor- 

ruptions , and interpoſiti» 
on being removed and 


|cy & mans meanes, Gods 
mercy and mans miſery 
jthe more appeareth , 


motives of. mans /humili- 
atio, But with the ſtrange 
fire-workmen it is not ſo; 
| foras Cooks by unnatu. 

rall heat ofthe fire extin- 
guiſhing the naturall heat, 
and exhauſting the radi- 
call moiſture , and by cx. 
ceſſe of drinking become 
hydropicks ; ſotheſe arc 
puffed up with a[welling 


by the unnaturall or ad- 
| | ventirious 


— 
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'Conceipt of themſelves, | 
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| conſumed, Gods excelle-| 


which be the meanes and} - 
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ventitious heat of this 
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ſtrange fire,crying in ef. 
fect with Techn , come with 
216 and ſee my Feale for the 
'Lord; yea if theſe coun- 
rerfeirs of true zeal be not 
admired, they are all off 
_ hinges , they count 
their charges and paines 
tobe loſt: Their zealeis 


liketo the vertues of the |. 


'Hearhens,from which, zf 
908 ſeparate (as one ſaith) 
the ſplendor of glory , ver- 
tur" it ſelfe will eve bitter 
to them 5 So take from the 
zeal of ſeeming zealous 
Hy pocrites, the ſwelling 
cloud of pufficg up ap- 
plauſe; their fervency fal- 
leth preſently into an a- 
R_ or pining away 


43 
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r abiidance of means; 
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({o that their pride not not 
\maintained with applauſe 
| ;citherlike a handfull of 


gun-powder carrieth. fire 
and fuclland all that lieth 
'in the way out of the 
' chimney top, or like a 
dropfie by peecemeale it 
0 'conſumeth the - naturall 
| heat,and-drinketh-up the 
radicall moiſtute: Bur the 
hear of the truly zealous 
is like the harth of theAL- 
tar, hallowed by: humilt. 
ty, for thereceit of Gods 
fire, and for the keeping 
and increaſing ofthe heat 
thereof, 
5 Difſe-i | bitzly and laſtly,, the 
rence, [erue hre of feryefticy.is ne- 
| ver extinguiſhed it is for 
| = cauſes more in- 


tenſe or remiſle;higher or 


lower 


{ 
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_ 
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| may lye very low over- 
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of the Spirit. 


lower inthebeſt of Gods 
| children; yea the ſparkles 


laid with aſhes; notwith- 
ſtanding it is true fire, 


ture ; alwaies like the fire 


| feaver , and is as quickly 


upon the Altay mhich bur- 
reth continually , and (hall 


which the ſpirit affordeth 
the fuell,ftirring & blow. 
ingit up for the. conſu- 
\ming of the ſacrifice: But 
the ſtrange fire 15 but a 
flaſh, quickly out and un- 
orderly kindled , like a fit 
of an Ephemera, or diary 


extinguiſhed either by the 
oyle of proſperity , or by 
the water. of adverſity, 


though it be never (o litle | 
ornever ſo weake 1n na- | 


not_bee put our; to the| 


OY = yea 


— —_— — — yy 


——— 


+ 


— XA — -—_ — — 


Ob. 


P— —  — 


—__Cl 


The Groanes 


| 


 O—— 


yea likea rotten, ſulphu- 
rous, fiery [quib,it cracks 
and flaſhes, ftinks and di- 
eth. Let every loule exa- 
mine its own fervency 1n 
294K by the particulars, 

y which examination if 
they can finde in the leaſt 
meaſure , theſe notes of 
| fervency,they may aſſure: 
themſelves to their excee. 
ding great'comfort that 
they can pray in the holy 
Ghoſt. 

But ſome diſtreſſed 
ſoule will ſay, they:can 
finde no life of fervency 
intheir prayers, they are 
tak& inthe duty with ſyn- 
copcs , or many fainting 
and ſounding fits of the 
heart, many a cold ſweat 


goeth over them, theyare 


_ taken 


_—_O 


— 
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of the Spivit. 


taken with many Lethar- 
gies ofthe underſtanding, 
mad melancholy aberra- 
tions in the imagination, 
much forgetfulneſle in the 
memory, yea, witha cold 
aſtoniſhing ſtupefaRtion 
ofthe whole man, what 
fire of the Spirit can be 
here? Surely (lay they) 
none at all, 
Concludenot ſo, for 
true fire may be raked up 
inthe aſhes of negle or 
diftemper, though it doc 
not appeare, ***<? 
Aoaine , the ſence and 
ſorrow of and for the 0- 
verſwaying ſuppreſimets 
muſt needs ariſe from the 
lizht and heat of true fire, 
be itnever ſo weake or li- 
tle; forthe common gifts 
C and 
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| and moſt glorious excel- 


lency in counterfeit Pray- 
er, cannot truly and inge- 
niouſly diſcover an eflen- 
tiall defeR inPrayer, 

Againe, the ſparkles of 
lite that the moſt diſtre{. 
ſed and daunted of Gods 
people finde in Prayer, 
now and then make the 
ſtrongeſt kind of demon. 


Prayer : For wherc there 
is aQiongthere is life, and 
where 1$ lifethere is heat; 
for life confiſteth in heat: 
As the Spilit of faith in 
| the Diſciples was very 
weake when hey counted 
the relation of the Reſurre- 
tron but as axidle tale 10 
thatthey would not be- 


| 


 fration , thatthe Fire of | | 
GoiJs Spirit inlivens their| | 


lieve 


—_ "= 


—_ —— 


| of the Spirit, 


_— 


| wilt not be perſwaded of 


lieve ir, .yct the Spirit of 
faith-was not extinguiſh- 
ed , witneſle the burning 
oftheir hearts within them 


inthe way toEmans,which 
aroſe from the quickning! 
of theSpirit,which lay a 


even ſo the fervency of| 
the Spirit of Prayer, may 


yet the flames burſting 
out now and then,in fighs 
and: Groanes that cannot 
be expreſſed, argueth hea- 
Prayer , howſoeverthou 
it, 


neſt defire of fervency 8 
ſtriving endeavour to goe 


while be” talked with them 


ir were quenched in themz| 


ſeemeto be quenched, &| 


venly fire to inſpirethy | 


Laſtly,obſerve thy ear-| 


C ER on, | 
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Iſay 58, 2, 
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of all gra- 
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companing, 
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-jver' kindled in the leaſt 


on, though thou feeleſt 
but licle or no comfort, 
theſe be true flames of 
the Spirit, which were ne- 


meaſure in the breaſt ot 
any Hypoctrite : wall an 
Hypocrite. with all . his 


painted flames: hold om? 
No, they will murmure 


but the godly wil truſt 
in him though hee ſlay 
them, Letevery onethen 
ſtirreup the gittthatis in 
him, whatſocver it be,and 
the Lord will be with 4 ere 
we be aware. 

The fixt evidence of 
the Spirit of Prayer, is 
that godly traine of all- 
faving graces garding it, 
ſtrengthning it,andatten- 


if God heare them not-} , 


as Loc Sw«a._ 0=x% " RR} SSR ERISA 


__ding 


——_ kk 


|< g—————_— 


ling upon it, Hee thet £477 
doe an errand to God u de- 

ſtitute of no gift , as Paul 
faith of the: {orinthians:; 

that Embaſſie is guarded 
with all the graces of 
God in ſome meaſure, as 
firſt it ariſeth from that 
impregnable pallace of 
faith, which aſcendeth 
like a Clond with Prayer 


\ = 


© of theSpinit. | 


in it,never ceaſing,but {till 
increafing the morion, till. 


it cometo heaven, In,and' 
from this Pallace, Prayer! 
isarmed with an irrefiſti- 

ble violence, | and com- 
meth forth like a valiant 
Champion, beating all 
down-right before it that 
ſtandeth between God & 
it: Innumerable inſtances 


of this in Gods ſervants! 


C3 put 


5 3 | 
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put that immediate prin- 
ciple of the Spirit out of 
allQueſtion: YWhet[oever 
gee ſhall aske in Prayer be. 
lieving, yee ſhall receive; 
Davidand all the Saints 
makeever this foundati- 
on of their Prayer, Ynto 
thee will 7 pray Iehovah, 
thou ſhalt heave my voice, 


grounded from faith, ſo 
it is urder-propped b 

Hope; 1will looke unto the 
Lord(laith Micha) and} 
will waite for the God of 
my Salvation; My God 
will heare me; This place 
expreſleth alſo the Chri- 
ſtian patience wherewith 
the Prayer of the Saints 
is ſeaſoned, andalfſothar 
perſeverance , whereby 


I or IR 2 ey HoWW 


Secondly , as Prayer is| | 


the 
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[the Charrioe of faith is 


of the Spirit. 


faith the Prophet. 


drawne : Theſe ſet the 
ſoule upon the watch - 
Tower (as Habacuk peak. 
eth)end maketh her waite, 
and hearken what the Lord 
will anſwer David's Prai- 
er in his diſtreſle was thus 
qualified, 1 will looke out 


Further, Prayer made 
in the Spirit is attended, 
with Preparation, Oppor- 
tunity,andDiligence:Pre- 
paration maketh ready 
the Charriot offaith, a- 


waketh Prayer,& attireth | - 


it with a holy diſpoſition 
of heavenly poſition:Op- 
portunity as a guide ta- 
keth it the nigheſt way; 
and Diligence as the dri-. 
ver of the Charriot, dri- 


| 


C4 veth 


=] 


| 


Habuc8.1 


 Plal. 5.2. 


Preparas 
tion, Op- 
portunity , 
and Dili- | 
gence, 
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faile of 
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al 


veth more nimbly then 
Teh the ſonne of Nimſhi, 


| All theſe attend David's 
|[ Prayer, 1 will dire w 


Prayer untothee, or I will 
orderly addrefle unto 
thee; there is his Prepara- 
tion: 7» or at the morning 
(thatis early) there is his 
opportunity 'z 1will looke 
out or elſe eſpy , there is 
his diligence, or I will 
pray, that is, ſtill doe pray 
and ceaſe nor. 

Try then, or let thy 
Prayer be tried by theſe 


| clouds of witneſſes, whe- 


ther it be of the ſpirit or 
no, forthe Prayer ofthe 
—_— hath none of 
theſe witneſſes , or atten- 
 dants: as it is ſaid of faith- 
lefle hearers,that rheWord 

heard, 


a PI-Y — «ai F.. 


: of the Spirit. 
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\becenſe it was not mixed 


\with faith : They may 
| make a faire ſhew inſce- 


\mingro lay hold on God, 
deceiving, others & their 
awn hearts;they will leane 
upon the Lord (laith the 
Prophet)and [ay ,ts not the 
Lord among ## , & 6. But 
they build upon the ſand 
and hence are their runes; 
neither is their hope any 
better then Hypocrites 
hope,which ſhall /periſh: 
as for their patience wher- 
with their Prayer fhould 
be ſeaſoned , If God at- 
tend.not their pleaſure in 
anſwering of their de- 
fires yit.is quickly turned 
into murmuring : Inthis 


they are like that grace- 


| C5 4 leſſe 


htard, did not profit them, 


Tob, 3. 13 


58 | The Groanes | 
" [lefle ſervant of that god- | 
2 King..6. leſle King, becanſe ths oy 
33 wills of the Lord, why, | 
ſhould 1 waite for the Lord: 
any longer! As fortheat- 
—_— of Praycr,name.| 
y Preparation,Opportu- 
nity , _" Diligence, the 
Hypocrite isnot acquain-| ' 
ted with them, the coun» 
terfeit ſhews or ſhadowes| 
of theſe he may have, bur! | 
the things themſelves in 
the true nature of them, 
heneither hath nor defi- 
rethro have: The Hypo- 
Crite ruſheth into Gods 
preſence without preme- 
ditation of Gods moſt 
glorious preſence ,- and 
| without confiderationof| | 
his own vileneſſe, and un-| 
worthinefle to ſpeake 9 
0 


—_—— 


—} 


ie of the Spirit. 
ſo glorious and great a 
God:His beſtPreparation 
is but a vizard of Prepa. 


ſeeming holineſſe, inthe 
poſition of the body: 
Their beſt opportunity is 
baſe and by reſpect , and 
their diligence carrieth 
the duty no further then 
cuſtomary performance, 
orſo farre as it is in re. 
queſt with the times . So' 
never an H rite (you 
ſee) can dy on Einboth. 
dourto God, for he wan- 
teth both the Commiſſt. 


train? of attendants that 
doe accompany theCom. 
miſſion ; Ir is nowonder 
then that their Prayer be 
converted into ſinne ; tor 
| they 


I 


tion, or outward ſhew of] 


on of the Spirit, andthat| 
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3 \ they are Traytors to God 
[in taking upon them his| 
{Embaſſe without his C6. 
miſton, 
theſe pra- | Lot them pray then| | 
es is ne- | that can pray; yea, it ſtan-| 
- {4/®Y. [|dethusall upon , to looke|} 
| [to it, whether we pray or| 
1 { prate or bable: For Loyd, 
Lord, a multitude of faire | 
words, and faire ſhewes 
will not ſerve . AnEm- 
 baſſadour with a gilded 
|; coach oftemporary taith, 
hy will not ſerve the curne; 
| | yea, though it were full 
| of miracles attended with} 
| a many imbrodered Lac. 
| keyes of ſmooth words 
| &.courtly complements, 
and care-pleaſing muſick, 
| hal never have admit- | | 
tance to God, nor audi. | | 
ence 


— 


© of thespirit.. 


ence of God : look tot 
then that thou be an Em- 
baſſadour indeed, 8 that 
thou haſt thy Commiſſi. 
on ſealed, andart fent by 
the Spiric , and that thy 
traine be ſuch as may be 


heartily welcome to God 


and make thee welcome, 
[n the firſt place make tri. 
allof thy faitk, and that 
by the inward acts of pu- 
ritying the heart, uniting 
it to God by victory over 
temptations, caſting thy 


| ſclfe upon the Lord, by 


contentment of thine e- 
ſtate ; alſo by the exten- 
five worke of love, firſt to 
God for himſelfe, & then 
to thy neighbour in him 
and for him. The heart 
ſo purified by faith isa 


fit 


ee. 
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fit lymbeck tor Prayer, 
Our of this the Prophet 
David was bold to preſſe 
his Prayer upon God, 
Hearken to my Prayer 
that goeth notout of feig. 
ned lips , or without lips 
of deceipt; by which is 
meant the ſyncerity ofthe 
heart, agreeing with the 
words of the mouth: No- 
thing ſo much adorneth 
the heart as faith, nothing | 
commendeth faith more 
then Prayer, and nothing 
graceth Prayer more then | 


ſyncerity : This (with the 


proud Phariſec)all Hypo- 
crites want, drawing nigh 
God with their month, and 
honouring him with their 
lips but their hearts be far 


[From him: orasthe Plal- 


miſt, 


254 of the Spirit. F--4 


— — — — 


miſt, they flatter orflatte- 'p,q 6 
ringly allured him with 37, 

their mouth, &7# with their 
tongue lied to him, for their 
heart was not right with 
him, or not firmly prepa- 
red with him: And this c. 
ſpecially makeththePrai. 
er of the Hypocrites of an 
evill favour in Gods No- 
ſtrills, for as he is the bea- 
rer of the heart (as one 
faith) and not of thevoice, 
ſohe loveth the ſynceriry 
of the heart, and hatcth 
the hollowneſſe and rot- 
rennefle thereof in Prayer 
above all things, becauſe 
they goc about to deceive 
him, dehying himin ef- 
fe to bethe diſcerner of 
the heart; otherwile = 
tray never dcal fo wir | 


\him. Try 
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Triall of | Try alfo thy hope in 
patiewce, | Praycr , namely by clea- 
ring of thy Author, and 
caſting it within the vaile. 
The nature of hope tsto 
keepe thee from ſhame, 
by the repulfe of thy de. 
fires , becauſe the love o 
| God tis ſhed abroad in our 
hearts by the holy Ghoſt,in 
ſuch abundant meaſure 
and unſpeakable manner, 
that he cannot deny usthe| 
things hoped for. Try al- 
ſo thyPrayer by patience, 
| waiting on the Lord, and 
going 0n1n Prayer inthe | 

time of diſtreſſe . Thisan 
Hypocrite,asIhaveſhew- 
ed ,cannot , nor willnot 
doe. Inthetimeof affliQti- 
onthey wil ſet very treſh- 
1y aponthe duty, ſo farre, 
as 
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as great words will carry 
it, 'but if they be brought 
toany ſtrait, or put to] 
any hard ſhift, like white- 
livcred ſouldiers they die 
down-right in their owne 
ayre or element , orelſe 
fling away their arms,and 
run-from their Colours. 
It is much to be feared 
that our nations wocfull 
expcrience ſhall teach the | 
truth of this in one as wel 
as the other! But God gi. | 
veth his owne another | 
heart, namely to overtop 
the height of their afteRz. 
ons, with the height of 
their Prayers, and never 
give over till by patience 
and importunity they pol. | 
ſeſſe the gates of their e- 
nemies and become more 


then 


| 65 | 


es 


66 


EE — 


© WG. DONE 
then Conquerors : The 
Scripture to this purpole 
affordeth abundance of 
remarkablc inſtances, for 
a touch whereof take; 
theſerwo, Steven the firſt 
Martyr being caſt out of 
the City and ſtoned for 
his worthy Sermon, as 
the ſtones were flying 2- 
bout his cares,in the midſt 


they could doe him , by 
the power of the hol 

Ghoſt , caled upon Goda, 
andthe with cryes knee- 
ling upon hi knees + This 
lefſon nodoubt hee lear- 
of his Maſter Chriſt, the 
beſt and only pattern that 
any man can follow : He, 
though a Sonne, learned 
obedience by afflictions, 


in 


of all the miſchiefe that| 


| 
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| 
| 
| 


(| 
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| 


in the dayes of his fleſh, 
offered up Prayers and 
Supplications withſtrong 
crying and tears unto him 
that was able to ſave him 
from death, 8& was heard 
in that he feared: where 
obſerve what force, teare, 
and afflitions added to 
our Saviours Prayers, 


which as ſwelling ſeas | 


make well growne fiſh , 
and thundring, and light- 
ning cleexeththe ayre,and 
the nipping froſt maketh 
the fire the hotter, Sothe 
afflitions of the Saints 
addeth forcetotheir Prai- 
ers; they cry more migh- 
tily to God theneverthey 
did,yea,wherethey could 
not ſpeake before, now 
they cry and that aay 


an 


Zacch, 13, 
9. 


np 
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and night (ich the. Spi. 


rit) though he beare long | | 
with them:where obſerve! 


the patience ofthe Saints, 
they beare long in Gods 
bearing with their enc- 
mics: Then obſerve their 
inſtant continuance, they 
cry day and night; to the 
ſame eſfetthe Lord ſpea- 
kech by his Prophet, / 
will bring the third, part 
through the fire , and wil 
refine them 44 gold utry. 
ed, they ſhall call upon my 
nameand 1 will hear thers: 
Afﬀfition maketh the 
wicked impatient, & dri- 
veth them from God, be- 
cauſe they are a burniſhed 
blade of terrorinthe hand 


| | of the Almighty: as the 


pearle in oylters by thun- 
| der 


"I 
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der vaniſheth, ſo doth che 


Prayer of the Hypocrite | 


by affliction; but the triall 
of 'rhe godly -bringeth 
forth patience, & driveth 


them nigher to God, be-| 


cauſe their affitions are 
bur trialls indeed, and at 
the worſt they are but as 
a.rod in the hand of a To- 
ving Father. Ina word,as 
the Saints extremities are 
Gods | oppoxtunities; ſo 
the fame extremities are 
whetſtones ro the Saints 


importunities, 

Laftly,as for prepara- 
tion; labour to ſet thy 
heart inframe, conſider 
what thou art about, and 
with whom thou haſt to 
deale: As God bid cHo- 


ſes, put off thy ſhoves from 
| 


_ thy 


— 


| 


Exod, 3 - 5, 


re EEG 
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thy feet, for the place where 
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thou ſtadeſt is holy ground, 
whereby is meant the 
putting off of carthly and 
carnal aftetions, prepa- 
ring the mind to ſpiritual 
and heavenly duties. En- 
 deayour to come before 
.the Lord with a fimple 
and naked heart, and with 
affeions duly prepared 
'for ſogreara preſence. As 
'for Opportunity, endca- 
' vouralwaies tobe fit up. 
| on every occaſion , and 
feare to choole the beſt 
occaſion , not omitting it 
at any hand:for Diligence 
know this , that uſe. ma- 
kethan Artiſt or Tradef- 
man. ' Toconclude this 
particular : 1f#how calle 
wpon the Lord in' _ 
that 


OOO OOO 


— "oO  — 


——_———__— 


——_— 


— 


| of the Spirit. 


thatis1n faith , ſyncerity, 


earneſtneſſe and conſtan- 


cy , the Lord will be nigh 
| avto thee ; whichisboth 
thecauſe and evidence 
that thon prayeſt by the 
Spirit, | 

The ſeventh evidence 
of Prayer made by the 
Spirit, 1s the guidance of 
the Spiritin all other acti- 
ons-:For as he that is born 
of the Spirit, is Spirit, fo 
he is ſpirituall in all his 
parts , faculties and aQi- 
ons.; becauſethe Spiritis 
of an all renuing nature, 
though many remainders 
of the fleſh, and muchre- 
lucation be intermixed 
therewith throughout all 
the parts, faculties and a- 
ions'. To this effeRis 


' that] 
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that of the Apoſtle, 4s 
many 44 are ted by the Spi. 
rit , they be the ſonnes of 


ſaithnot, they that have 
received the Spirit,or live 
by the Spirit , or pray 
by the Spirit, or doe any 
other ation, as he faith 
other where, butthatthey 
are led by the Spirit, inti. 
mating thereby the incli. 
ning diſpofition and ever. 


uling power of the Spi- 
, Whereby the whole 
ſpirituall man is guided 
inall his waies, as a ſhi 

by a pilot , ora horſeby 
his rider ; the- placeallu- 
deth toa blind man, ora 


man wanting ſtrength, 
who is wholly guided or 
carried by another ; ſo 


Gods. 


GC — ———_— 
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Gods ſupplicants as they 
pray by the ſpirit , fochey 
wholly reſign themſelves 
over inall their waies to 
the guidance of the ſpirit: 
The guidance of the ' ſpi- 
rit in all a petitioners 
waies , doth manifeſt it 
ſelfe in theſe two partieu- 
lars; Ly, 00 
Firſt , inthe ſ@bqueing 
of the whole body of fin; 
for though the remnans 
of ſiti-remain in the beſt 
of Gogts Saints, yer no fin 
beartth dominion inthe, 
for then ſhould they nor 
beledby the ſpirit « who 
are led by the ſpirit -(faith 
ohe) but they whoſetonn- 
ſells and aQtions' have 


= 


dance of 


; NWI 


herein F 
the gui- 


the Spirit 
maniſe- | 
feeth it 
elſe. 


1n the [ſub- 
duing the 
whole body 
of ſinne” 


nothing to doe with-ſin & 


| 


Sathan, accorditigrothar! 


———— 


of| 
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of the Apoſtle, Hee that s 
borne of God ſinneth wat, 
or commiteth no! (11,047, 
ke ſerveth not fin, hee de. 
lighteth not in (in, he ma- 


| keth not a trade ot it, nor 


lyethnot in it, giveth not 
waytoit, but reftſtcrh it 
and hatcth it , it iSaninto. 
lerable burthen to him, 


- | hecannot bearc it. But on 


the contrary, he that com- 
mitteth {in tsof the Divel, 
that is, he that loverifiſtn, 
loveth and obcycth Ifin 
the luſts thereof. Now 
where this {1n.ſabduing 
power of the ſpirit bca- 
reth ſway,thcre the pray- 
crsbee the prayers of the 
ſpirit: Foras divers gifts 
come from one ſpirit, ſo 
where there is one true 

gift 


wt. 


-_ _— EY 


© hs 
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| 


1 
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of the Spirit, 
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pift of the ſpirit; there bee 


allthe gifts of the ſpirirg 
buton the cotrary, where 
one finne beareth ſway, 


there is hot the:guidance | 


of the ſpirit, and:iwhere 
the ſpirit is not theguide, 
there the prayer isnot the 
prayer of the ſpirit;accot- 


ding to. that. undenia« | 


ble poſition," Goa'hrarerh 
not ſinner s , but if any man 
be aworſhipper of God,and 
doth his will; him he hea. 
reth, vi3..he hearethnor; 
nor granteth the defires 
of ſuch as live in any fin; 


but ſuch as worſhip him| 


according to his will, and 
live accordingly ,. have 
their defares granred:, But 
a party family, or nation, 


— P —_— or TO— 


that liveth in acy-(in,God | 
2 Da will | 


Ioh, I, 21* 


———— 


__ 
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. 


Pſal, 66, 


18, 


x Sam. $.8, 


Prov.25, 
| 26, 27* 


{ Iex,11,11, 


vw 14 <«* + a. 
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| will nor hear them If Dee 
| gard iniquity in my hear: 


it witha loveto it,God will 
not heare me, Inſtancesof 
this are innumerable in 
the Scripture; The Lord 
telleth the 1fraclites for 
choofing Saul for theit 
King ,that they ſhonld cry 


all that ſer at naught ihe 
counſell of Gad , when 
feare, deſolation', and de+ 
ſtruction commeth upon 
them , They ſhall call upon 


anſwer - they (b 
early but ſhall not find him: 
 Willmen feale and rob, 
commit murther apa un- 


cleanneſſe, and conſpire a-|| 


——_—_ 
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ont in that day , aud het} 
| world not heare them ; $0 


(faith David) or look upon| | 


the Lord but hee will wt || 
all ſeek him 


— 


| when unavoidable evill 


| ken #nto them:For the far. 


- 


of the Spirit. | 


eainit Godby impiety and 
iniquity (as God faith by | 
leremie)yeawill they hide! 
it under their tongue, and 


will they cry wnto the Lord 


commeth upon them? yea 
they ſhall cry (laith the 
Lord) but I will not hear 


therconfirmation of this 
point ,, look theſe places. 
Ezech,8.tothe19.Mirha) 
3.tOV.4.Zach, 7.13. Did 
Godever heare the 1ſrae- 
tites, forall theirteares, 
ſupplications and cryes 
under the oppzeſſion of 
the Philiſtines, untill ſuch 
time as they put away 
their ſtrange Gods, yea 
their beloved Idols , Baal 
and Aſhteroth? Na ſure, 
bend D '2  wit- 


N————— 
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witnefle the word;heither 
wiltheto others till they 
doe the like : ye God 
doth not onely deny to 
heare-his people, though 


but to'enter ſo much asa 
parly with them, till they 
ornty theevill of their 
do 


Yea kt the fortnaliſt hy- 
pocrite , or hollow-hear- 


red petitioner , free from 


outward touch, yet hi-! 


| dig} iniquity ' under” his 


tongue, ler hini(T ſay)car- 
ry the matter as cleanly as 
hecan,-yet God will nor 
heare him, witneſſe thatin 


| 7b;Whitisthe hope of 
. | the Hypocrite, will God 


heare hu cry when trouble 


| commerh upon him?” No| | 


ſure 


they niake'many prayers, | | 


o5 froth before him. 


| of eo 


ſure;the interrogation is 


=— 1:1 

ey| | |a vehement negation: a 
od| | | good reaſonis given of it: 
to | As hee delighted nor in 


b | God, make what ſhew he 
s,| | jcan , Jo God delighteth 
a not in his prayers, for 
Y' they are not the prayers 
Ir of the ſpirit , neither hath 
'N he clenſed his heart for! 
7.1 | |theſpiritto refidein. That 
r-| | |thou.maiſt bee ſure thar 
n| | |thyprayeris fromthe ſpi- 
j-| | . | rit, bee ſurexo walk in the} 
s Spirit: ſubmitthy ſelfeto | 


the guidance of the ſpirit, 
waſh thy heart and makett | roy 1 16 


S 

k clean, waſh thy hands in| P(26.6, 
innocency , and then COM... 

|| | paſſethe Altar of the Lord 

/ with ſucceſſe;or, as the A- 


|| | poſtle, pray everywhere,| ; ., | 
| | lifting up boly hands with- | | 
1 - out 


» 
f IEP 


Ob, 1, 


— 
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|further,in the Text. ob- 
|ferve three remarkable 
conditions of prayer, ho-| | | 
linefle in a mans ſelf ;love| | | 


[that;they feclagreat d calc 


 014t wrath or doubting : On 


this. place one ſpeaketh 
well; the handsare holy, 
when the heart is cleane: 


towards his brother; and 


{faſth towards God:pray-| | ' 


ers thus qualified ſhall 
ſurely be heard, for Ames 
hath ingaged his promiſe 


the Lord is far from the 
wicked ; but hee heareth 
the prayers ofthe righte- 
But ſome of God 
people will here objec, | 


| 


— 


for it:lehovah « neeyr to all. | 
| #hat call ups him intruth: 


of rebellion of ſ1ninthem, | 
© 3 as 


m—_ _— YCTPTTRTERTg—r 


| itheguidatice ofthe{pitir. | 
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ty, proneſle to evill, a- 
 verſnefſe to good pride, 
, hypocrifie,ſelte-loye,and 


'the like; a worldof dilor-} 


'dcr in the affections, a flat 
' repugnancy inthe will,an 
 apparant impoſſibility of 


| {elfe-deniall: In a word,) 


the whole inner and the 
outward man, is nothing 
| but a confuſed mafle of 
fin: Can the ſpirit govern 
| & guide ſuch a one where 
there is nothing but re- 
bellionagainſt the Spirit? 
And if the Spirit beare 
'notthe iwaylinall & over 
'all, though I am ſome. 
what affected in prayer, 
yet I pray not by the ſpi- 
'ritatall , becauſe I want 


| 
| ascarnality,hate, infideli. 


| 
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"Tothis I anſwer; _ 


the aforeſaid oraces ac- 
companyaing the ſpirit.of 


prayer, may be ina childe| | 
of Godin a very weake | 
meaſure, without ſenſe &| | 


feeling , yet true in their; | 
own nature; {othe luſting' 


of the fleſh 2gainſt the ſpt-| | 
rit, may and doth migh- | 


tily domineer in them z fo. 
that they are carnall and 


ſold under fin_, yea-they' 
havea law in their mem. 
bers rebelling againit tht\ | 
law of the Spirit, whercby| 
they are led captive tothe. | 


law of fnne , which thing 
was the matter of the bleſ] 
fed Apoſtle's complaint, 
making him to cry out, 
Wretched man that I am, 
who [hall deliver mee from| 


this 


— —_ — 


- Cn nn ne gpm ego 
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gainſt the fAlcſh will hold 
his own, not onely over- 
c6ming, but giving good 
\Cvidence from the very 
ſtrite, that he reignes afid 


heart of .che fleth s by! 
which they come at the 
length to thanke God 


Chriſt,:hut with the mind 
they ſerve the Law of God, | 
1thoueh with the fleſh rhe 


Law of ſin, 


"In 


| 
| this body of death! And 
yet the ſpirit luſting a- 


rules "there, maugre the! 


through our Lord leſus' 


But Paul, yee will lay, 
ſpake this of himſelfe, 2s) 
of his unregenerate 'e- 
ſtate, 

For anſwer z The Pa- 
piſts'would haveirf 0,Aan 
{ome of the Fathers take: 


| ir 


———————_— 


——_  — _— —_ 
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Ay 


it ijo,amongſt whom Au- 
ſtin was one of that mind, 
but upon better confide- 
ration reverſcd his judg- 


|\ment, andthar upon good 


rounds; for the Apoſtle 
peakerh of himſelfe of 
- his preſent cftate , which 
[none can denyrto be rege- 
nerate, Againe,to will was 
| rae with him , hee de- 


Godandthanked him for 
his-deliverance :all which 
are evidencesofa regenc- 
rate eſtate, But this 1s 
ſtrange, fay you, that hee 
ſhould be carnall, & ſould 
under fin, fince the Saints 
are bought with aprice ,& 
war notafcer the fleſh, For 
an{wer,he was not carnal 
is the ſexyice of the fleſh, 

as 


M— 


EI Eau —__ 
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| 


ted in the Law of] | 


_EWTIOT 7 
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as the unregenerate are, 
but hee was carnall inre- 
ſpect of his pronefle , to 
oive way tothe fleſh; So 
he was {old under fin, and 
not as Ahab, who willine- 
ly inflaved himſelfe to 
{1n; but as Toſeph a captive 
or flave againſt his will. 
CO butyou will ſay, fit 
werelo, then theſe were 
Pauls ſtrong ſtragling 
motions of cocupiſcence, 
not breaking out in effec, 
but lam not onely trou- 
bled with the firſt and (e- 
cond motions of fin, but 1 
am foyled with the very 
ations of ſin: 
I anſwer , was not that 
\ Pauls caſe : That which I 


Ob. 2. 


An. 


doe I allow not , for what 
I wonld,that ] doe not ; but 


| what | [ 


Rom-7.15 


86 


Queſt. 
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what I hate that dee 1: 
where hee ſheweth him-/ 
lelte often to be 1o foiled| 
by his carnall dcfires, that 
he did that which in the 
inner man he did not de- 
fire,but rather hate, And 
ſo it is with the beſt of 
Gods people , who both 
in words & ations crofle 
their inward deſires, 

Yea, but where lyeth 
the difference of failings 
and'talls of the regenerate 
and unregeneratc heart, 

I anſwer , in thechicte 
defire of the heart, which 
inthe unregenerate long. 
«th and lamenteth after 
g00d, though it have ma. 
nyſhrewd rubs in the way 
through -clic remainders 
'of fin ; bur inthe unrege- 
| nerate| 


of the Spirtt. | 


es 


nerate 1tf 15 carried with , 
full ſway toward _ fiance. 
without any reſiſtance, | 
though i may ſtumble | 
now and then .upenthe 
ſtivg of conſcience : net. 
ther would I haue any,by | 
preſluming to abuſe this 
cauſe of Paul;to fianc , for. 


nonecan benefir by this, 


but ſuch as have Pau!s 
taelings, deftres, anden- 
dcavqurs-in ſome mea- 
{ure: but let al fuch as are 
fervent in ſpirit ſerving 
the Lord, though with 
much oppoſition & litle 
orno feeling of the evi- 
dence -of the ſpirit, lay 
home-this caſe to their 
comfort, 

The latter particular 
wherein the: guidance of 
the/ 
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the ſpirit conhſteth, is the 
| 94chniza, | Quickning and increafin 
7 Fake . __ : for as by the bs 
creaſt of | it ,the deeas of the body are | 
gate | mortificd, ſo by the ſame 
Rom.B.13. | /pirit the graces of the ſoul 
are quickned , &theretore 
i5 the ſpiritcalled the ſpe. 
rit of grace: Now the [pi- 
rit of graceis joyned with 
thefpirit of ſupplication, 
asthe Cauſe agd the con-| | 
| vertible Effet,the ſtate & | 
the demonſtrative evi- 
dence of the ſtate : I wil 
poure ont ( ſaith the Lord 
by Zachary in the place 
quored) #he ſpirit of grace 
aud ſupplication or depre: 
cation: Where by the ſpi- 
rit ofgrace is meant the 
gracious ſpirit of regene- 
ration: proceeding from 
the) 


—— — —— —--- _ . 
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the grace of God,guiding 
and quickning his own in 
all the waics of grace - & 
by the ſpirit of deprecati- 
on,that ſpirituall immedi- 
al infuſed ability ( as I 


have ſhewed, ) whereby 
hispenitents doe beg and 
obtain pardon of {in and 
all other things condu- 
cingto Gods glory , and 
their own good. Between 
this ſpirit of grace,and de- 
precation there 15 a Mu- 


ruall ſtrengthning or cor-| 
roboration : As health is' 
the cauſe of walking , and 
by walking is ſtrengrh al. 
fured and increaſed; ſo 


grace is the internall , 1im- 
mediare,conjundt cauſe of 
prayer, and is alſo quick- 
ned and ſtrengthned by 
| prayer 


Acct, 


res eee ee ee CI eos —— — __ 
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prayer: Or asthe heatof 
the ſun reflecting upon 
{ome ſolid or impenctra- 
ble body , is made more 
torciblez; So the radiant 
beamecs of grace, Cxctci«; 
fing them(clves'uponthat 
firmly framed objc& of 


prayer by a gracious Ie-| 
flection, they became out | 
of meaſure gracious, It 
thou wouldſt then excell : 
in grace , labourto excel! 
inthateminent abiliry of 
prayer, which doth not 
conſiſt (as I have ſhewed) 
inthe excellecy of words 
but inthe heigcht& depth 
of the-grones of the {piric, 
which no words are able 
to expreſſe, Try alloby 
thegageor land- mark of; 
prayer, the cbbing or flo. | 


ing 


| 


b ———— 


of the$ pirit.. 


ing ofthetide' of grace: 
for ſo much as thy ſoule 
istaken up : with the true 
ſtrain of prayer, {o much 
doſt thougain in the rich 
traftique:ot- grace, and fo 
muchas thou looſeſtin the 
faculty of this heavenly 
Oratoty , ſomuch thou 
looſeſt in the- ſtocke of 
grace, Therefore for the 
keeping of both ſtock and 


| intereſt on foot, it ſhall be 


good ,: in my judgement, 
co/put theſe rwo particu» 
lar* obſervations in pra- 
Rice:Firſt look what par- 
ticular fineither of perſon 
or” calling thou arr moſt 
addited unto ;& in what 
patticular grace thou art 
moſt-deficient; labour to 
countermand; and-ſubdae 


} -3004400-S _ the] 
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increaſing 
of grace, 
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the particular fin by the! 
oppoſite grace, and to} 
quicken Se ſtrengthen the 
weak and decaied grace 
by the ſpeciall or proper 
remedies. This is the wi- 
ſeſt policy ,, the higheſt 
point of war, the richeſt 
trade, and the proper im- 
ploymen: of our precious 
talent. >; -; 

Another remarkable 
obſervation to be praQti- 
ſed is this; - Let na day 


paſſe thee. wherein-thay| 


doſt not call thy ſelfe toa 
ſtrict accompt,of the well 
imployment , ul no 


ment , or miſimplayment| 


of the gay ; record as ticer 


as thou canſt thy com-| 
' miſhonsand omiſſions, in 


thy calling or out of thy 


calling | 


—_ . þ 
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= þ menace” HI 
” calling,in thoughr, word, 
7 | ordeed, aoainſt piety , c- 
« quity , or ſobriety; recall 
" thy company and conte- 
= 'rence;thine urothers pro- 
- firing thereby"oftunpro- 
: fitablencſſe;*recomprrthe 
favours, >the frownings, 
» the cheriſhments or cha- 
- ſtifements , mercies: or 
1 udgements towards thee 
| and. others as nigh as 
: thou canſt; obſervewhat 


corruption hath prevailed 
againſt thee, or in what 
particular grace thou get- 
teſt any better footing . 
| This - courſe deſferveth 
| neither. obloquie from 
the wicked , nor ſhould ir 
| ſeem unneceſſary ,' ſtrict, 
| ot impoſſible ro profeſ. 
fours: For the very Hea- 
| thens | 


—— — 
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hens by the - guide nature! 
have eiven order for it in 
cheir mor als, namely.,that 
wee ſhould not ſufferour 
eyes to fleep,nor our eyc- 
lids to ſlumber, till wee 
had recompred all rhe 
paſſages of rhe former 
| day. Butalas they had but 
a leaden rule to walkeby, 
[turning all their ſtrifteſt 
 & molt gJorious actions 
into oliſtring ſ ſinnes! but 
 wehavea golden rule of 
trial,w hichby atruz touch 
will( indeed) turnus and 
our actions into the pureſt 
£019. It is a double ſhame 


| ſhould ſhame us*this ſame 
point was a particular of 
| | Moſes his Petitionz So 


teach us t0 nattber onr 
| daies 


_ 
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dries that we may apply our 
| hearts to wiſdome | There 
'is no. bettcr wales to 
chriue than for a manto 
bea good accomptant, & 
to obſerve well tis loſics 
and his gaines , his reccits 
and his layings ont ; what 
1s owingto him , & what 
heowerhto others. This 
g1incs a wiſe heart ora 
heart of wiſdome (faith 
AMoſes ) which-is more 
worth then all rhe wealth 
in the world, This 15 the 
only meanes whereby to 
redeem thetime: 1n which 
phraſe the Apoſtle implt- 
cth'the calling a mans ſelf 
tro accompt, and his a&is 


doe; the Apoſtles words 
lookeboth backe to the 


Es 


ons, as thrifty Merchants| 


—— 
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| 


ward tothe time tocome, 


| redeeme thar loſſe,, . wee 


| 
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time paſt , adviſing us to 
make good one time 
what wee loſe at another; 
which cannot be done 
without reckoning, with 
our ſelves; and alſo for- 


injoyning us to take all 
occaſion and opportunity 
of ſervingthe Lord, with 
more ſtrineſle, fincerity 
and alacrity, then hereto. 
fore we have done , {up- 
pole it be with temporall. 
lofſe or incommoditytche | 
very word Redeem inclu- 
deth this evidently , that 
for our profits , caſe and 
plealing of others, we put 
off, or altogether negleR 
the caſting up of our ac- 
compts ; now if wee will 


muſt 


oo 4 3| 
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0 muſt be content to part 
@ with alltheſe to become 
2 g00d accomptantsz not 
e that men hereby ſhould 
h neglect their callings z for 
s this wil make them more 
, ſtrict, fiacere,and diligent 
1 intheir callings, but as to 
7 this ſtri& courle and the 
\ attending it many incom- 

, moditics are incident 


(For you muſt know the 
Divell, World, Fleſh, and 
L it may be ſome of the 
| houſhold arenofriendsto 
it) So we muſt accompt 
all are for Cyphers forthe 


l , 

| furthering our accompts. 
Theſe ſtri& accomptants 

| muſt make this a part of 


their reckoning, that the 
Croſle will follow them; 
for the bearing whereot | 
E TE 
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they muſt reſolve upon 
ſelte-denyall, with the ha- 
tred of father and mother, 
wife and children, and life 
it ſelfe, which ſhall be no 
diſadvantage tothem, for 
Chriſts ſake; and life and 
death 1s to ſuch advan- 


tage . Of the necefliry 


of our ſummoning up of 
ourſelves,and our wayes, 
the Apoſtle gives good 
reaſons ; Firſt, wee muſt 
walke ſtritly, ne decli- 
ning a haires breadthtrom 
the marke : Secondly the 
way is hard and difficult, 
thatis alſo implicd 1n the 
words: Thirdly, the dayes 
are evill, nay ſure never 
worle: Many ſtumbling 
blockings& rubbes,much 
oppoſition both on the 

right 


wh 
p— 
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right handand on the left, 
within and without, when 
Trading groweth hard, 
Wares grow flight, Pirats 
abound, Merchants cheat 
theirChap-men,& Chap- 
men fi]l the earth with 


with black ſmoke and 
veaſtlineſle, is it not very 
hard for a faire traderto 
walk with a ſtreight foot, 
to give every man his 
owne, andto makegood 
his ſtock , and maintaine 
his family ?yes ſure, every 


| man averreth it : How 


much harder is it intheſe 
wofull times, ro make 
good this ſpirituall traf- 

ck; wherein the Parents 
will defraud the children, 


BIR 


bankrupts,andthe Priſons 


the children cheat the pa-| 
E 2 rents, 
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[rents , the husband the] | 


The diff 
calty here. 


of. 


———_—_ —— 


_ 


wife, & the wife the hus. 
band,the brother the bro. 
thergzyea,a man will cheat 
and cozen his own ſoule? 


|Te ſtandeth every one 


therefore upon it, to look 
to his own accompts ; be- 
cauſe every one mult give 
an account for himſeclfe, 


is ſomewhat hard to ſet 
upon , therather becaulc 
it will not ſtand with neg. 
Ic or intermiſſion; bur aſ- 
ſuredly the conſtant uſe 
of it ſhall make a man ſee 
better and more comfor- 
table dayes then ever 
heretofore he hath ſeene: 
By this courſe he ſhall be 
brought to ſce himſclfe 
often asinaglaſle, and by 


This taske I muſt confeſle| 


the| 
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of the Spirit. lor 

the fight of his failings, 

he ſhall be brought to 
{ {oftneſle of heart, to ten- 
derneſſe of conſcience, ro 
deprecate the evil of com- 
miſhon and omiſſion, and 
to {upplicate for power | 
againſt future afaults - | 
This ſhall make him f 
watchfull over his waies, f 
wary of his company , 
{tri& in his carriage, zea- 
lous for his God, and ho- 
ly and proficable in all 
manner of converſation. 
In a word,the experimen. 
[tall utility of this practice 
will ſhew ſuch neceſſity 
of it, that thou wilt not 
belicve ittill thou try it; 
Trythen, and hold faſt 
the practice, & it ſhal ne- 
ver repent thee, 

8 3 To 
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Weekly | © Tothisdaily accompt 
peveralt | joynthy weekly accompr 
«cempts. | and thy accompt of more 


weckes, before thou goe 
tothe ſacrament , and by 
uſe of time thou maiſt be. 
comean excellent accom- 
ptant: The more thou at- 
tendeſt it, the Ieffe thou 
ſhalt have to doe; yea, by 
| the practiſing by ir, thou 
ſhaltbethe more willing 


canſt not be like that Em. 
pcrour,thatattended ſuits 
till he had no fuiters (for 
thou ſhalt alwaies finde- 
nough todoe,) yet thou 
ſhalt find thy ſelfe by 
Gods mercy much ina- 
bled to goe cheerfully 
through with the workc, 
andif thou art faichfull in 


thine 


—— hy. tt 
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toattend it; though thou| 
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|= of the Spirit, 


thine accompts , thou 
ſhalrevery time find thy 
ſelfe a gainer. | 


_ The eighth particular 


of the'Spirit's evidence in 
Prayer,is from that infal» 
lible ground of the faith 
of the Saints vi. The pre- 
cious promiſes of God, The 
ſame Spirit called the Spi- 
rit of ſupplication, 1s alſo 
called the Spirir of pro- 


ly ſignific ro us the reſi. 
dence of the Spirit 1nthe 


diſtinguiſhed and dilcer. | 
ned from the wicked, but 
alſo, after an Hebraiſme 


ſaring of them of thoſe 
great and precious pro- 


' miſe, which doth noc on-| 


Saints, whereby theyare 


or Hebrew Phraſe,theal-| 


miſes,or things promiſed, 
| Pier .. 


— 
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is underſtood : on which! 
(the Prayers of the Saints | 
make their ſtand and riſe, 
Theſe were the ſuppor. 
ters of David's faith; Re- 
member thy woid to thy 
ſervant , upon which thou 
haſt cauſed mee to hope; 
wherein is well obſerved 
by the Ancient, that Da- 
vid in all his ſupplicati. 
ons had recourſe to the 
| promiſes of God. And 
2 Sam, 7. | now Lora God ({aith the 
*5-2% {ſame Prophet) the word; | 
that thou haſt ſpoken con- 
cerning thy ſervant, eſta. 
blifh it. And againe, thou 
| art God aud thy words are 
[ true: whereupon ſhall the 
| weake ſights of a weary 
and overladen ſoule, and 
_ {the heavy groans of a _ 
c 


— 


| of the Spirit. 


| 


: ded conſcience caſtthem -; 


{elves, butuponthat ſweet 


and comfortable promile| 


| of our Saviour, Comewnto 


Wes... 


| 


me all yee that labour ayd| 18, 


' are heavy laden and Iwill 
' refreſh you! How ſhallthe 
poore diſtreſſed felfe-con. 
| demning bankrupt preſſe 
| home his carneſt ſuit up» 
'on God with any confi- 
dence of dilcharge,burby 


miſe of the new Cove- 
nants1 az he,1 am he((aith 
the Lord)that blotteth out 
thine iniquities, for my 
names ſake and will not re- 
member thy ſinnes . The 
foule in Prayer may put 
God to remembrance of 
his promiſe, not to re- 


;putting God to” his pro- 


member fiance. Allo how | 
F 5 (hav 


| 
Mar.1n1, 


liay 43, 
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be gone, but in ſence is al- 
ready departed , except! 


— ——— 


ſhould the ſoule tyranni- 
zed over by the body of 
ſome corrupris ever look 
by Prayer to prevaile a- 
gainſt the power of it, but 
uponthe promiſe of God, | 
to put the power of the 
word into the heart; 
whereby _ heart ischan. 


gee from a ſony and re- 


ellizoms diſpfition, into a 


. | ſoft,pliable and obedient 


diſpofition. How thal the 


_ - — OOO IT —— EE ——_—_ ——— 


fainting foule ſupport her | 


ſupplication in the day 
of diftreſſc;or how ſhould 


the wreſtle with God i in 
the time of calamity , 


when God by conten- | 


ding defireth not only to! 


they have at hand that 
proj 


mee _ 


' [creaſeth, ſo the Spirit of 


of the Spirit, | 107 
promiſe, Call u9ou me in 
the day of trouble, and 1 
will deliver thee ? Laſtly, 
how ſhall ever the ſoule 
attaine by Prayer to reſt 
it ſelfe upon the hope of 
glory, but by intercefſing 
tt {clfeintothepromile of! 
the Crowne of Glory , 
laid up for him, and all 
them that love the appea- 
ring of the Lord leſus 
Chriſt: So that theſe pro- 
miſes are like Aaron and 
Hur holding upthe hands 
& ſtrenothning the heart 
of Prayerzyca, asthe re- 
membrance and applica- 
tion oftheſe, faileth or in- 


. Prayers” 0 
Prayer faileth or increa-} thee = 


ſeth. rate and 
unrege Ne- 


And heue ra_ rate Mer. 
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difference, of the Prayers 
ofthe regenerate and ur. 
regenerate: The Prayers 
of the former arc uphol. 
den and ſupported from 
an externall principle, 
namely the promilcs of 
God thatcannot faile but 
the Prayers of the latcr 
ſean upon the broken reed 
of ſomething within the 
ſelves , ' namely , ſome 
workes of charity, equity 


| worth of their Prayer it 
ſelfe, or the mud-wall of 
civill hgacſty ; al! which 
are but as a 1otten wall, 
whereupon the beſt Prai- 
ers that they build arcbut 
ſtraw and ſtubble, and 
both foundation and buil- 
ding being naught, they 
muft 


— 


or out-fide pictic , the| 


| ofthe $pirit, _ | 
muſt be burnt with fire. 

ltany object chat Ne- 00.1, 
hemiab defireth the Lord 9-qr=ag 
againe and againe tore-| 
member his workes of 
Picty and Iuſtice,and zhat | 
he would not wipe out the 
good deeds he had done, for 
the houſe of his God, and 
for the offices thereof: So 
King EJekias in his Prat-| 
er defireth the Lord 29] .o, ;. 
| remember his walking be. 
fore the Lord, his integri- 
ty of heart, aud doing good 
before the Lord, 

I anſwer , that neither 
the zealous Ruler,nor the 
godly King did preſume 
any whit upon the worth 
of their works, as though 
thereby they ſhould make | 
their Prayers of accep- | 
tance | 


Anſ. 


——— _—_—_— 
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cance with God;bur if the! 
places be well obſerved, |. 


they caſt themſelves 
wholly upon the mercies 
of God, and not uponthe 
eric of their Prayers, 
defiring God out of his 
promiſe made, to reſpe& 


and the rightcouſneſle of 
the ations,to make good 
his promiſe; like unto that 


God, and he will be favor. 
rableto him , and hee ſhall 
fee his face with joy : For 
he will render unto man 
his riehteouſneſſe . Falle 
and forged then 1s that 
olofſe of the Doctors of 
Doway, upon that place 


of Nehemiah: AjuZt man 
that hath merited by good 
workes,\ | 


the integrity of the heare,| | 


i 
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works,,z4y pray with great 
confidence of reward, 
Further, if any object; 
If Prayer depend upon 
promiles, what necd men 
pray , ſince God will ac- 
knowledge his promiſes, 


_. 


— 


IT | 


m——_—_— Cn 
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without our Prayers, for 
all his promiſes arc Yes 
and Amen? 
| Foran(wer, bricfly, he 
[that hath promiſcd to 
heare, hath commanded 
us alſo to pray, and with- 
out praying no promile 
to heare; yea, the Son of 
God himfelfe,who doub- 
tednot of his glorificati- 
on , did notwithſtanding 
pray, Father glorife thy 
$07, 

Try then thy intereſt 
to the promiſes, by the 
laying 


——. 
. 


Auſw. 
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em 


| as the unregenerate man 
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laying hold, or defiring 
tolay hold on the promi-! 
ſes, & thereby thou maiſt 
know,whether thou prat- 
[eſt in the Spirit or no, 
keep alwaiesthine eyeup- 
on the promiſes; for as 
the loadſtone keepeth al- 
 waijes the point of rhe 


pole, ſothe load. ftone of 
Gods promiſes keepeth 
alwaics the point of the 
Praycr touched there- 
with,direRly towards the 
Mercy feat of God: But 


hath no portion 1n the 
promiſes, ſothe promiſes 
areno point of that Com- 
paſſe whereby his P 

paſfe whereby his Pray- 
ers are guided, Itis truc 
mdeed, that a wicked man 


| 


necdletowardsthenorths | 


| 
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out of the darkneſle of 
his thoughts may charge 
God with ſuch apromile 
as God never made, by 
milconſtruing of the pro- 
miſe; as for inſtance,((all 
| upon me in the day of dt- 
ſtreſſe , and I will releaſe 
thee : This promiſea wic- 
ked man may thus urge; 
Thou haſt bound thy 


deliver all thoſe that are 
troubled and call upon 
thee; but I amintrouble 
and call upon theesthere- 
fore thou haſt bound thy 
ſelſe by thy promile to 


ſelfe by promiſe(Lord)to 


deliver mee; andſo from 
thee I ſecke for delive- 
rance, | 


philme ( as wee ſpeake ) 
Mi trom 


The Argument is aſo-{ Arſe | 


His argu- 
ment. | 


| 
TA 
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from the homonumie , or | 
diverſe fignifications of 
the word,all which ia the 
former propoſition muſt | 
be taken for calling upon 
the Lord in truth; burn 
the later it cannot be ſota-! 
ken, forthe wicked may 
prate and bable, but hee 
calleth notupon theLord, 
as I have ſhewed, & there- 
fore he hath no intercſt in 
the promiſe : Hee leaveth 
out the maine evidence, 
namely, the Glorifying 
of God, whicha wicked 
man never doth. ſo that 
he preſumeth himſelfeto 
doe that hedothnor, and 
God to promiſe that 
which he never meant, 
Againe, a wicked man 


may obtaine that which 
he 


R———__—__—_—_ — — 
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he payeth for,as ſucceſle, 
honour, wealth, rempo- 
call deliverance , and the 
like; whereupon hee pre- 
ſumeth of ſome intereſt to 
the premiſes, bur it doth 


hearethnot in every thing 


or alwaies,the childrenof 


the promile, becauſe they 
are not fitted, orit is not 
good;for them, or the 
thetime is not come; ſo 
he often giveth the wic. 
ked things they crave , in 
his wrath,they having no 


'ground toaske or receive 


any thing from him , as a 


are none ofthe children 
of the promiſe - They 
have neither promite of 
thethings of this life nor 


a 


promiſeto them for they | 


not follow : For as God | 


| 


—o—_—— 
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a better; neither doe they | 
| with patience waite the! 
Will of God, thar they 
may receive the promile,| 
| but the childrens only 
careis to make good to 
themſelves ſome intereſt 
tothe promiſes, and that 
by cleanſing themſelves 
| from all filthinefſe of fleſh 
and ſpirit, and by doing 
the, Will of God, waiting 
with patience for the pro- 
miles, endeayouring to 
bring them homeby farh| | 
and {upplication without 
ceafing, 
The ninth Evidence of | 
9 the dire- |the Spirit of Prayer, 1s 
ing of the direting of Prayer 


26.088 to God in the name of| | 


w =} 


2203 
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| Chriſt: we are comman- 
ded thus to doe for what 
is| 


on, EE.” IWF IJ cas 
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iSitfo ſeek the Face of God 
according to his owne ap- 
pointment, but to leeke 
him in the Face of his a- 
nointed ? Drawing neare 
untoGod in Chriſt, hath 
only the promile of hea- 


ringgwitneſſe Chriſt him. 


ſelfe, binding it withan 


lafleveration, Yerily, vers. 


ly 1fay unto you, whatſoe- 
ver yee ſhall aske the Fa- 
ther in my name that will 


———_— 


| 


1doe; By no other, nor in 
no other can wee ſpeed, 
but in and by him z what 
other can appeale the 
wrath of God againft us? 
Dare man by any other 
ſhew his face in Gods 
preſence? In the worth of 
Chriſt only our Prayers 


find acceptance withGod| 


-— 
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Rev. 8.34, 


{den Altar by whoſe ver- 


|twelve precious ſtones, 


——_ 
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in him as ina golden Cen- 
ſor, all the Prayers of the 
Saints come to be fra. 
[grant and ſweet-fmelling 
| odors: He is the only me- 
diatour as well of Inter. 
ceſſioa as Redemption: 
He is the Prieſt, the gol- 


_ 


tue our Prayers came to 
bea Sacrifice , Did there 
evcr any prevaile with 
'God but in his name ? Is 
there any way or acceſle 
but by his name 2 Heeis 
that high Prieſt going in- 
tothe Sanctuary, carry- 
ing on his ſhoulders, and 
allo on his breaſt rhe 


repreſenting the rwelve 


Tribes,or allthe fairhful. 
Hence it 1s cleare that Pa- 


pitt 
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pifts goe not to God, g0- 
ing in the name of Saints 
[and Angels; ſometime in 
thename of Traytors and 
oodlefle perſons! In the 


| name (I ſay Joftheir own: 


worth and merit; neither 
doth anyreprobate goe to 
God inthename of Chriſt, 
fox Chriſt is no Interce(- 


ſor forhim, pray not for 
the world, but for them 
which thou haſt granted 
me; for they arethine, A 
great rabble of the unre- 
generate, as Hypocrites, 
carnall Goſpellers, meere 
civill men, will tell you 
they defie Popery , the 
holdit foolery and mad- 
neſſe to pray to Saint or 
Angell, and allo robbery 
togoc to God by _— 
an 
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and therefore they ſcorne| | | þ 
it, they acknowledge no n6 
other mediatour of Inter-| | | f 
ceſhon but Chriſt Iefus: tl 
All this is wel ſpoken,but py 
what availeth this them?| | "| q 
They will tell you fur- a) 
ther, in Chriſt his name| | |» 
| they diyly make their} | |'7 
[Prayers toGod: Thisis| | | 
notſo, for they haveno| | |; 
intereſt to rake his name f 
| in their mouths, orto| | |, 
| make mention of it, ha- 
ting to be renued. Iris true 
they may ſpeake of his 
name, and ſo egregioully| | 
abuſe it, asghey that will 
| alleag* it inthe great day, 
that they propheſyed and 

| ABR 1 

caſt out Divels in his name, 
of whom he will profeſe 
(that is openly Po 
| e 
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| faith) cantro# in it ,*and 


be knew ther mh big." he 
never-acknowledged the 
forts: , yea he deteſteth 


away.,' as workers of ini- 


They onely that 'know'this 
name ( as the Pfalhiiſt 


fly untoit as 4 ſbrong tows 
er. They know thei'Lords 
name 8& the! Lord _ 
eththeirs; 2y peopde(ſait 

the Doe a kts 
my name,&c, And becanſe! 
hee bath ſet hu love upon 
me,ortleaveth to mee'(as 
the ' Plalmiſt . ſpeaketh, ) 


quity ;ſoſhall ir bee with | 
all corrupt pleadersulſtrr-j 
ping the name'of Chriſt? | | 
| Pſal.g.17, 


Tay,52.6. | 


therefore .1. will deliver \ptl.gr.14 
bim: I will ſer bimonhich 
vecan(er hear knowerb wy | 
1504 
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The neceſ- 
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name: He ſhall call upon mg 
and ! will anſwer him, 
Look then to it in all 
thy ſupplications to look 
towards God in Chrift: 
As cMoſes, deſiring to ſes 


| theface of God, was putby 


God in the | Clift of the 


| #8ck.,, and 'covered with] 


his hand till he paſſed by, 
thathe might ſec his back 
parts, fo thou and: thy 
prayers muſt be pur in the 
Rock Chriſt Ieſus, if cyer 
thou com'ſt to ſcethe face 
of God in favour. As they 
that would make an echo 
repaire to ſome rocky 
place whereupon. the 
words reſound, ſo they 
that will have an anfwer 
from God;muſt eitherply 
their prayers upon the 

Rock 


—— 
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Rock Chriſt Ieſus., or no 
ccho,no aniwer atall: As 
they that are dim-ſtghted 
makethe object more ap. 


through a trunck that 
they may bee the better 
heard; So the Saints look 


| through Chriſt,8 ſpeake 


through Chriſt, that they 


God giving a gracious 
anſwer. As ſome glaſſe 
maketh things preſented 


|by it, to be the ſame co- 


lour; So God looking up- 
onusin Chriſt, ſeeth us 
to be of the colour of his 
Son, and wee looking on 
God through Chriſt , ſee 
God reconciled to usin 
Chriſt: Therefore what- 


i 


of the Spirit, | 


parant by the uſe of ſpe- 
| tacles; or as fome ſpeak 


may ſce God and heare| 
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þ a time of , 
| 
| 
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| ſoever wee offer to Gog,! 


let us preſent it to him 
through Chriſt , ſer al. 


| Waies Chriſt betweene 


thee and him;and whatſo- 


| ever God oiverh to thee, 


labour to entertain it al. 
waics & through Chriſt: 
herein comfort Ahall 4: 
bound to thee & honow 
to God, As by ſome kind 
of PerſpeQives a man 
may bring two objeds! 
rogerher; So, by the Per- 
ſpe&ive of faith,direQing 
theprayerto God, in arid 


| by Chriſt , thou mat 


bring God and Chriſt & 
allthe-promiles home 
thy ſoulear one ſight; 

"The tenth - evidence 
that a man prayeth, by the 


bel is the betakingo! 


himſelfe 


- ——o- —_— 


| 


_ 
- 
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, 
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of the Spirit. 


af trouble;as to a rock of 
dcfcate; orthemaking of 
it his eſpeciall remedy in 
thetime of miſery. For 
this indeed - 15 the very 


likeuntothe {word ofthe 
Spirit,” This:isa true Pa- 


all diſcomtorts, armes in- 
vaſive & defenfive again 
all caimitsz:;The: Apoſtle| 
dcliverethall this'in few 
words, if any bee afflitted, 
let him pray.ltis the fafeſt 


$15 21 WA oÞ. ouard 


Bacea to heal all maladies, | 
a balm for the wounded| 
conſcience , a precious! 


medicine foryall: diſeaſes), © 


| 625 


J , | 7 —————_—_—_——_ 


himſelfero it in the rime| 


beſt: as Daviaſaid'of Go-} . 
liah's, there & #wone like! 
ths.;{o there is no ſword! 


of the.body;a plaiſter fot | 
all-fores,a/cordiallagainſ?; 


y 


=: 
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Pr ayer an | puard againſt all evills of 
wy fo, _ evills of puniſh- 
i.Reaſon | Ment , it is the onely beſt 
| | meanes of deliverance| 
from boththeſc: witneſſe| 
| Grſt- that great Phyſitian 
#203.1+. | God himlcife (tor fo hee 
6 I calleth himſelte ) 7 am 1e- 
hevah that healeththeeor 
I am thy healer or Phyſuti- 
4m: Now what receipt gi. 
'veth he thee? this is it:cal 
[oy mee 21 the day of di 
ttreſſe. : X 
2.Reaſer |  Secondly:, look but on 


the ſoveraigne nature'6f| 
the medicine ir ſelf, where 
in it differenceth it {elfe 
_ all ores 
| oli >. 0- 
beeps are fancified 
by this,but this is the im- 
mediate motion of the 


pir 


OR 


— 


_— ——— A. un 


| | of the Spirit. 


of| | | ſpirit , of an unexpreſſible 
b-[] [verrue and irreſiſtible 


ſt| | | force. 
ce Thirdly, what glorious 


things in Gods book are | 


ſe 
in| | |{pak& ofthisineſtimable 
4s 
hs 


peece of ſpirituall armes;, | 
witneſſe $. /ames for all 

r| | |thereſt, laying downethe 
| | | excellency of prayer, firſt 

| | |ingenerall termcs, The ef- 

| | | fetknall fervent prayer of a 

f righteous man prevaileth 

much,chen hee inſtanceth 

i | |itintheprayers of Els, 

t!| [what great cffets were 
; 

; 

| 


—— 
- 
— 


| wrought by it. The de- 
| vout Ancients, hardly fa- | 
tisfie themſelves in com- 
mending . this excellent: 
|| |peece: There # mothing' 
(faith one ſo ſenſibly ſmeer, 
| tothe ſoule , nothing doth 

F 4 wmeane | 


CCC _— 
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main 
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iframs the loue of all. this 
1 world, nothing ſtirreth up 
(4manto the exerciſe of all 
| and every grace , nothing 
prevaileth ſo much again 
evill of ſin and evill; of pu; 
miſhment,; whether for pre- 
| ſervation or del;verance, 
{ nothing #andeth in better 
fteed for: the increaſe of 
| Gods kingdome by thecan- 
{ werſron of ſoules , For as 
} ner _ 
| fer. openthe priſondoore; 
ſo 5 ſhakerh the .chaines 
of fin in peeces , openeth 
or breaketh up the iron 
gates of a ſinners heart, & 
| offers violence to hcaven 
farthe:cnterance of a fin- 
ner.. One ofthe Ancients 


— 


| WeAre the minde ſo. much 


| doth attribute Paris con- 
=_ verſion 


COT 17” un ne ng 


| 


| 


F" 


' God, {ſodeare and faith- 


| pleob© Gdd!in mlltheir 


— — 
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IOEGy WET aye en RET mm 
verfion to'Stevens prayer, 

| Had not Stevenprayed' for | 
Paul (faith he)the Charch! 


| fhould. never have had 
"Paul" for 8 teacher.: Ta 
word , nothing maketh a, 


[man ſo amiable to his; 


Fullto his friend ,+ſo for. 
 midable.co hisfoc,focon-! 


entful{ro-himſclfe;.and | 


ſo-profitadle tothe place 
where he liveth. | 
\-  Fourthly1, all:thepeo- 
ſtraits have made this 
their Maſter-peete, and 


proſpered. by plying-it'3] | 


were it famine;peſtilence, 


1word, captivity, *COn-|. 


'tempt, per{ccution,orany 


' other evill to be feared: or 


inflited , yearorevitl of | | 


———————A 
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| [fin whereby God was of- 
| fended orthe foule trou-' 
| bled,did they not alwaies: 
fall hard onthe worke of 
petitioning ; and did they 
1 |everin ſincerity ſo doe & 
went away without a gra. 
_- ]Jciousanſwer? Inſtance/a- 
| | cob, M of 5, kehoſophat Wt 
zekias, Mavaſics, Samuel, 
Eliah', the Cananitiſh was 

wan, the Publican, the 
| Theefe upon the Croſſe, 
- . | with many others, known! 

to the meaneſt reader-of 
| [the book of God. What 
was Moſes his beſt fight 
| when Amaleckt charged 
_ ? _—_ not this 
word of prayer , more; 

—_— then the Ao of loſhuah; 
gucth want | If this bee ſo then of the 
_— excellency and efficacy of! 


K. : prayer; 


OI” OI I II 


— 


— 
# 
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e. i... AY : Bn... ; h.. Oh. In 


ns i 


prayer, why doe not men 


Inotdoe it (to their ſhame} 


ran , hee maketh afaire} 


[ = 
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runtoit,and truſt to it m 
the time of need* Becauſe 
the ſpirit dwelleth nor in 
them:Every one that hath 
but a ſhew-of profeſſion, 
yea & prophane men too, 
wil acknowledge the the- 
ory or ſpeculative truth 
thereof; but a woe it 15to 
fee how few confirme it 


by their pratiſe: The] 


worſer fort of men can- 
not dothis, if they would, 
and the better ſort will 


be it ſpoken )in that mea- 
ſure and manner they| 
ſhould,and as the troublc- 
ſometimes require it:and 


EE 


How the 


for the hypocrite when} þypocrire 


hee commeth into any} #/et5pray- 


ſhew | 


— + _— 


Er. 


— 
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| ſhew.. in. the fleſh at the 
frſt onſer , bearing the 
world inhand that hee e. 
| ſteemeth prayer abouc all 
[the meanes.in. the world, 
but firſt his heart can tell 
{him that he rclicch more 
upon ſubordinate mcanes 
| (which may andoughtto 
beuſedin their time. and 

place)-and. uſcth prayer 
| only for atriall of a con- 
cluſion , which if ic prove 
not according to their ex- 
pccation , then tarewell 
Prayer , they will haveno 
morcto doe with it; they 
look for good of itand 
| finde none , and not being 
acquainted with the, ver- 


+ [tuc of it, they lay of it as 


the12norant ſay of Chriſt, 
What « this ſo much extol. 


led, 


- — — ——_—_——  -- _ —— 
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led medicine more then 4- 
wot her medicine? we have 
tried it & found no g00d 
init, but rather hurt by 
neglefing the meanes'; & 
therefore wee willule the 
meanesthat moſt prevails 
amongſt menz& for pray- 
er we will not altogether 
caſt it out of doores , but 
wee will layit up inſome | 
by-corner of the houſe, 8: 
reſerve it till it come in 
requeſt ;we- will perule it 
now-andthen, but this is 
notunetotruſt to its In 
this the hypocrite 15s like 
one labouring of an inve- 
teratediſeaſe, who wil try | 
a licle ofthis mans kill 8: 
alitle of the others , bur 
will nor {et himſelfe to a- 
| ny conſtant courſe of phy- | 

ſick. 
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be perte&ly cured , 8 fins 
ding no good by this 
courſe , hee refolveth pe- 
remptorily never to take 
any more Phyſick ; yea 
further , deſperately de- 
rermineth to forbeare no- 
thing, be ir never (o hurt- 
full, butuſe every thing 
that his mindegiveth him 
to: Tuſt ſo the hypocrite 
in his diſtreſſe will have 
about with prayer, 6 fall 
very freſhupon it for a fit 
or a ſtart, but finding the 
eventnot immediately to 
anſwer his defircs, he fals 
a quarrelling with it ahd 
caſheeres it, with a reſoiu- 


fick, by which hee might | 


— 


tion to attend it no fur. 
ther , yea and not only ca. 
teth himſclfe upon the 
| {ub-! 


_— yay _ ——_— 


of the Spirit. | Ad | 


fubordinate means, but | | 
unbraceth the} worſt 
meanes that the Divell | 
will offer him : A preg- | 
nant inſtance wee have of 
this in San/,who in his di- 
ſtreſle made a iccking of 
God (forhe is ſaid co i#- 
quireof the Lord;) But he 
did it neither in (incerity 
nor conſtancy ;andthere- 
forc in another place heis- 
| {aid notto enquire at all, 
he enquired not of the Lord; 
for not to enquire of the 
Lordintruth,is not tocn- 
quireat all, But God nor 
vouckſating him an an- 
{wer, hee commeth from 
him tothe Divell for an 
anſwer. Let every foule 
then put it ſelfe to- triall 
uponthis point,. whither 
doſt | 


— 


136, 


|bles? Then- thoutalkeft 


{theethough thy feer ſtick 


| the ſand of the ſea', yet the 


 {hjwverthes: ; though all the 
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doſt thou g0e inthy tr trou:| 
bles? whereon doſt thog 
ſtay thy ſeife £ doſt thou! 
betakethy ſelſe ro prayer?! 
doſt thou walke with this: 
taffe over the rocky,ſtedp! 
and invious mountaines' 
of thy diſtrefctull trou- 


by.theſpiric,thou-walkeſt 
by.the.; fpirit , the- ſpirit 
protecteth 2nd diredteth 


faſt inthe clay,& thy foul 
beſunk1nthe pit rhe Lord 
wiltrake thee our, and {ct 
thy feet upon a rock. If 
F4 troubles( as Tob laith) 


were more and heavier the 


Lord will eaſe thee, and de. 


wavesofthe Lord goC 0-; 
Ye! ri 


: roo Cay 


taith, and they ſhall nei. 


| ofthe Spirit. 
— — — _ 
ver thee, ply: but the oarcs 


of prayer, in the boatof 


ther - drowne thee mn 


rock of 'Apoſtafſte:-If all 
thineenimics conſpire a- 


'the depth of deſpaire , 
nor ſplit thee. upon... the 


eainſt thee , and allthy 
triends forſakethce, bee 
thou ever with God-.in 
prayer, and God willever 
bewith thee to preſerve 


|thee, yeain lite and death | 
he will never forſakethee; | 


and'this ſhall be artunde-| 
niable- evidence .in thy 


that God is with thee: 


{oules deepeſt diſtreſle, | 


But it thou canſt be con- 
tentin thy trouble, onely 
to makethy triall of prai- 
cr, andif thou findeſt not 


preſent 


— — 
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| 


ſake; So though thou 


it an inferiour ow and 
t 


ces are for the 1ſubordi- 
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preſent ſucceſſe to prefer 
other meanesto this, and 
yetthou wilt uſe this but 
as if thou uſed it not, then 
thou dealeſt in this cale 
as Achas dealt with the, 
Altar of God,He brought 
in ( asthe Hiſtory telleth 
us)the Altar of Dama ſew, 
whereon all his offerings, 
and the offerings of tht, 
people mit be laid, but the; 
Altar of the Lord muff 
haut an inferiour place and 
bereſerved only to con 


withall a litle for les 


canſt bee content to prate 
with praier, having given 


reſpeR, yetall thy ſacriti- 


nate meanes. As the Lord} 


abhorred | 


ſ—_— 
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abhorred Achas , | andhis 
offerings, {0 will he never 
look upon thee in this 
caſe, nor on thy prayers 
to doe thee any good - 


thou loveſt to thriue: All 
lawfull meanes ( as I have 
ſhewed -) thou maiſt and 
muſt uſe, becauſe the neg- 
let of themis a tempting 


them 1n ſubordination to 
prayer , by which they 
muſt beceither ſanRified 
or ſupporred,orthey will 
prove but rotten and de- 
ceitfull reeds.But here by 
the way, thou muſt ob- 
ſerve a neceſlary Caveat, 
that Gods deareſt childre 
| may y bee ſo deaded with 


diſtrefle of ſoule,and prel- 
ſure 


{ Therefore looke to itas 


of God;but be ſureto uſe | 


C omfort 
for ſuch 63 
Cannot or 
dare not 


pray. 
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they cannotpray, or, as [ 
have ſhewed, '{o diſtem. 


they dare not pray ; but 
this may tay their heart, 
| thatthey wauld fain pray; 
their heart-beareth them 
witneſſe, thatthey prize 
nothing ſo much as pray- 
er; 1f they had:all the 
meanes: in- the -World at 
command , they will give 
none _ ce of prayer, 
_ they hed rather. pray: 


there is great reaſon, why 


of prayer, aboveall other 
meanes, becaule the grea- 
reſt thing that they can cf- 
fe, is but hearts deſire, 
n things like the mcanes 

themſelves: 


- 


fure of affliftions , that! 


pered and diſtracted, that| 


theo be-' delivered:; And| 
thus they ſhould eſteeme| 


— —=y 


— 


& 4% wee 
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themſelves : bur prayer, 
'over and beſides , procu- 
'reth greater familiarity 
With God., which 15the 


higheſt honour andthe} 
richeſt protir,thar the ſoul} 


cat attain unto, A nota- 
bleinſtance. wee have of 
this : in. Daniel , . who 
though he underſtood by 
holy Writ, that the time 
of leruſalems deliverance 
'was come; yet he tals hard 
[topraycr, and that to his 
| great rejoycing : for the 
| Angell of the Lord be- 
commeth the Herald of 
the Lords affliction to. 
{wards him , calling him 4 
man of deſires, Or as tis 
tranſlated, much beloved 
or deſered of the Lord: SO 
if thou hiaft IT 

| the 


; 
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[the thing defired , yer 
| thou ſhouldeſt nor ceaſe 
to deſire it in prayer. 

| Iris further true, that 
| Gods deare people may 
inthe damp of their dt. 
{ refſes look more to the! 
ſubordinate meanes than 
they ſhould ,-andleſle to 


, prayer than they ought, | 


yea inrhis particular wee 
\ may all lay our hands up- 
ſhame enough confeſſe 
our faulrineſle, In this we 
labour of the ſquintneſſe 
, ofthe eye of the ſoule;for 
as this 1s cauſed in the eye 
ofthe body from Jooſe- 
neſſe of the muſcles or 
nerves , or from inverſion 
of theChriſtaline humor, 
or from the ſuddainſight 


on our mouths,and with 


of 


| 


— 
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' ſome fearefull object; So 

the other of the {oule, ari- 
ſeth from the weakneſle 

of Faith,theterrors with- 
| ont and the feares within, 
making us look a ſquint 
upon that which ſhould 
helpus , and more direct- 
| ly to that which cannot 

help us: but the cauſe be. 
ing.removed , & the ſtght 
being reRified they looke 
{treighter and more dire- 
|Rly upon the proper ob. 
je: or if you will , wee 


adviſed patients , who be. 
ing inadired and appro- 
ved courſe of Phyfick , & 
| not feeling ſuch preſent 
| good as they looke for, 
they fall preſently upon 
ſome Emperick medicin, 

the ren 


may be compared to un-|. 
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either from a Mounte- 
banck Foc or an ignorant 
Friend, the evill and dif. 


| order whereot when they 


begin ro-feele, they .con- 
fefle their errour and re- 
 ſolve-thenceforth to walk 
| by, the, rule ; So the pco- 
ple of God intheir brain- 
fick firs count with Naa- 
man the rivers of Damaſ- 
£45 more medicinablethe 
the rivers of 1ſrael.; but 
upon better coaftderation 
they conceive and finde it 
to betruc,that one bucket 
full of Zor4an,is better the 
al the rivers of Damaſcus, 
A few graines of the, ſpt- 
rit are of more force then 
all the friends and mcans 


Andasawilc patierigrown 
F wilc 


whatſocyer in the! world. | 


| 
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wiſcro his coſt trottoo. 


| lery and experimented e- 


vill of a hurtful Medicine, 
reſolveth hence- forth to 
cleave to a methodicall 
courſe, and todie or live 
by the Book, So the foo- 
led and aſhamed Chri- 
ſtian by relying roomuch 
upon ſubordinate means, 
recalleth his wits, chideth 
himſelf for his foolery ,8 
reſolves for ever to make 
more accompt of Prayer 
then all -meanes that the 
whole world can afford 
him . - And thrice happy 
were the people of God 
'atthistime-, if wee could 
now at length fall upon 
the ſecond -and ſounder 
thoughts, for wofull ex- 


| perience hath taught how 
our 


Our nep- 
leff 5 | 
Prayer, | 
relyin 
on other 
Mme znes | 
| what evill ) 
' if #4 wnto 
| US, 


| 
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ourmore relying upon. o-' 
ther meanes than'Prayer, 
hath made God's Inherit. 
tanceevery where a prey 
tothe enemy : Vhenthe' 
troubles firſt began, wee 
took them to heart , wee 
begantogather our torccs 
rogether , and importune 
God; but, God denying 
his care (it may be not on- 
ly for the faults of our 
perſons and Prayers, but 
allo to try our perleve- 
rance) we quickly'give 0+ 
ver, leaving thecauſeand 
the perſons as buried 4n 
oblivion, caring; litle or 
nothing what becomeof 
them or our ſelves :{t1s 
no evidence of the Spirit 
to begin to run, and ro 
break off in the mid way: 


Na-| 


—_— 
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| Prayer as powerfnll as c. 


| God ? Have wee not to 


| fireth henot to hearethe 


' 


——" 


| of his defirc ? Hateth hee 
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Naturall motions are the 
(wifter, the nigherthey 
come to their end. Is not 


verit was toprevaile with 


doe with the ſame God 
that keareth Prayer? De- 


voice of his own,as much 
as ever hedid ? Arenot 
ſuppliants now the men 


not his enemies as much 
as ever hedid 2 Have wee 
notthe ſame command , 
the ſame promiſe « And 
{ſhall it not find the fame 
entertainment? Y es veri- 
ly. What is the cauſethen 
the Lord is ſo farrefrom 
| us? Even becauſe wee are 
ſo farre from liim;we fol- 
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turne backe inthe day of 
batraile z wee endeavour 
not- by wreſtling to Hay 
the Lord,and not tolet him 
goetil he give w 4bleſiing, 
And ho toull the 
Lord be intreated of us? 
We are like to vas King 
of 1ſrael in our Prayers, 
who (moxe the ground (as 
the man of God coman. 


.| ded)with his arrowes, but 


not often enough, & thert- 
fore the man of God was 
wroth with him, tor it hec 
had ſmitten oftenenough 
he ſhould have ſmitten the 
Aſſyrians, till he had con. 
{umed them : So had wee 
followed the buſineſſe in 
the power of | the Spirit 


lownottothe mark, wee 


8 {mitten often enough, 


We, 


"x oe OO 
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wee ſhould have ſmitten | 
the Babylonians til we had 
conſumedthem; but wee 
have not done it, & there- 
fore they prevaile: The 
breaking off of Prayer, 
and the negligent perfor- 
mance of it , 15 afearfull 
evidencethat God wilne. 
ver honour us with being 
the means of their delive- 
rance. 

But to leave them in 
the pit, (for there they 
are like to be for us,) 
what ſhall wee fay of our 
felves, or what ſhall wee 
doe for our ſelves 2 Wee 
look indeed for peace, (as 
the Propher ſaith) xd for 
a time of health,and behold 
trouble; And,to uſe MH e- 
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ſes his words, 1s not the 
G3. day 
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day of our calamity neere? 
And doe not the thing 
. that are threatned make} 
| haſt 2 And what remedy, 
| namely this,to cry migh- 
tily co God by continu- 
| ance in Prayers : Johas, 
though a wicked man, 
knew reaſonable wellthe 
worth of Prayer whenhe| 
gave the Prophet thiste- 
ſtimony on his deaths| 
bed, weeping bitterly that] 
hee ſhould depart, O-my| 
Father, the (harriots aud| 
horſe.men of 1ſraet \By| 
© which ſpeech, what other| 
| meant the King,thenthat 
2 King.13 | the Prophetand his Pray-| 
[ers were of more worth | 

forthe good of the ſtate, 
then all the forces of the 
Kingdome., One of the 
Learned| 


Ce 


— _- rr - 


"= of the Spirit. | 151 


Cc 


— 
Le 
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Learned: relteth ns, that 
therfincere: Prayers of an 


Gad for helpefrom hea- 
yen "againſt the:enemy, 
thenthauſands of armed 
Souldictsinrheifeld. But 
with woe and--gricfe- of 
ſoule we may ſay where 
be the menthat/faudup in 
thegappeta tarne away the 


ſes offereth that violence 
taGod';. that Godfhould 
ſaytohims,/ let: mealone? 


old, weak, godly-woman, | 
will.prevaile more with | 


wrath? Who, with Mo-| 


Who : will ſtay by the |. 
Lord:as-he did\, and will | 
not off,vior. goebne boote| 
ull hee haveothe Lord to| 
goe with us © how that| 
complaint of the: Pro-| 


phet may pierceiust0 the| 
tr) G4 . very! y 


—  _— — 
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ſay 64.7. | very heart; There i none| 
that calleth upon thy Namt 


Cant,3.4» 


| what followethzeven that 
which partly is:upon us;| 


— 
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| nor ſlixreth up himſelſeto 
take hold. on thee.1.4And 


and partly like ito. come 


| face from ws, aud 


ſumed as becauſe afaur ink 


—_— —_ 


uponus, Thou haft hid thy 


haft con-| 


quities.. Whois 1t now,,| 


 ypot.Chriſt:tillkee hn 


| $ hen: 
hauſe af-GodzForthere 


now. is:the troubleſome 


with the- Spouſe .in;che| 
7Canticles;that laieth = 


| broughthims Sato kis:Moz| 
houſe? Wherobyis|| | 
meant bothithe Heartand| 
_ [the Church which is the; 


indeed is Gods.dwellings| 
Let us awake then fince! 


| time ,;and draw; migh-to 


. } God; 


— ” had 
—_—_— OC 


|HMatter and Order of 


—C__ 


of the Spirit, | 


——— 


felves upon the Tower, and | 
| flanduponthe watchtoſee| 
' what the Lord will ſay nn«) 
tows: Though hebean- 
\ory with our Prayers let 
| us not give over , but let 
' us pray continually , not 
returning againe to folly; 
and wee may be ſure it 
ſhall goe well with us in 


Another Evidence of 
the Spirit in Prayer , 15a 
due reſpet had to the 


Prayer: Asto the former, 
when they pray for no- 
thing bur that which ts 
pleaſing to God:We know 
not indeed of our ſelves 
what to pray for , nor how 
\f0 pray , but the Sperit' 


| G5 teach- 


| IE WES —— — ——_— 


theday of tryall. A 
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| God : yea, let us Fay owr | + 


11 Reſpe 
to order © 
walter 8f 
Praict. 


Rom. 


$.18 
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teacheth us in both; againſt 
that old and new Pelagi- | 


an Herefie of mans abili- 
lity in both dutics , the 
Spirit teacheth us toaske 
thar,and nothing butthat, 
which is agrecable to his 
Will; for that haththe 
promiſe and confidence 
inthe promiſes annexed 
unto it- And thi « the 
confidence that we havein 
bim, that if weeaskean 
thing ascording to bus wil 
he heareth us; So thatthe 
Will of God muſt bethe 
Rule and Square of our 
Prayers; God gave Sals. 
mon his choice to 45k whit 
bee would, yet Salomm 


knew very well(as appes | 


reth by his choice) that 
thas was included accor- 


diog 


| | of the Spirit. 


line Matthew is tabe un- 


— wc. Hp.Daw.. A tte 


| _—— — 


ding towill:Sothat place 


derſtood, Aske andit ſhalt 


\be given you &c, For wee 


[lity,or for ill ends;hee as- 


|he good it is not'fit for 


muſt take heed(as it there 
followtth)that inſtead of 
bread weeaske not ſtones, 
nor a Scorpion inſtead of 
fi/b, that is, | hurtfull and 
not lawful things, inſtead} 
of uſefull and lawful. The 
man deſtitute of. the Spi- 
rit of God askerh ever a- 
wiſſe (as'S.Fames (aith)ei- 
ther for quantity or qua-: 


keth there that which is 
naughtin it ſelfe , orit it 


him; orif it mightbe fit 


forhim, if hee wereſuch 
as he:ſhould be, yet hee is 


| 
| 


[not fitted for it becauſe! 


he i 


”_ —— 
_— 


— — 


| 
' 
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Tam, 43% 
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he is notfuch'as h£ſhould 


their haſt, the Wordof 


be. I muſt-confefle upon 
wofull experience , that 
the Children of God in 
their Lunatick fits, fall of 


ten foul ups theſe ſhelves| 


or ſandes : Asfor askin 
things unlawfull;the Dil- 


{ciples would have fre| 
Luk.9,45-\from heaven; Zebedees| | 
{ons would ſit on the right 


hand, and on the left of 
Chriſt, David 'would have 
the wings of a Dove that 
he might flic from his co- 


lours:: and ſo. they aske|. 
things nor fitting for the, | 


though to good intent, 


and oftenthey are nor fit-|. 
ted for the things they| | 


aske. But thus they docan- 


God checketh. them ; 


Gods 


of the $pir it. 


mann 


Gods Spirir & their owne 
colcience diverterh them 
from this courſe;and they 
endeavour to ſquare their 
defares according to the 
Will of God . But the 
wicked are' like to Eltes 
ſonnes , - They will have 
what they will , if they pe- 
riſh for it. Try thy Prayer 


then by the obje& of thy 


defires;if thou canſthear.- 
tily ſubmit thy ſelfto the 
Will of Godinall things, 
then. thou haſt aflurance 
ofthe guidance of the Spi- 


'rit; bur if thou wilt be| 
both begger and choo- 


ſer, thow art too ſaucy ro 


; be guided by the Spi- 


rit. | 
Secodly,as for the Mat- 


tex ſothey have due re- 


—_— 


ſpe 


The order 
10 be ob/er 


| Praier, 


vedin 
| 


| 
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& not of confuſion. They 
farſt ſeeke heaven and hea- 

venly things, becaulethey 
are heavenly minded, ac- 
cording tothat rule of our 
Saviour,Seek yee- firſt the 
Kingdome of God and his 


righteouſneſie and all theſe| 
hive s ſhall be added unto\ 


you ; Where by the King. 
dome of God and hu righ. 
teouſneſſe is mean heaven 
and all the means of Gods 


appointment, that brihg | 
usto heaven, which both 

for exccllency and order | 
we muſt ſegke and eſteem/| 
above 6: beforeallthings;|; 
not bur that wee may and| 


_ ſeeke carthly things, 


tor 


ſpect natothe Order; The 
Spirit whereby they are| 
euided,isa ſpirit of Order | 


” nn” OR” — 
- - 


| 


— 


of the Spirit. | 


forthere 1s aneceſſity of 
them,we havethe promi- | 
ſes for them , but it muſt| 
be asthey are neceſlary| 
helps tothe better things, 
giving thenr their due 
time and place : A pattern 
tor this our Saviour gt- 
veth us in that perfet pat- 
terne of Prayer, wherein 
he teacheth us firſtropray 
for heavenly things, and 
then for earthly things, 
Wheteit any object, That 
the asking of dayly bread 
is prefixt ro the asking of 
forgiveneſſe of ſinnes , the 
former being carthly, the 
later heavenly ; I anſwer, 
it is not needfull ( with 
ſome of the Fathers and 
others) to expound this 
bread of the ſacramentall 

bread, 


es 


| 
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— 


A—— 


bread , forthe eemporall | 


bread is the bread ef the 
children (as one of them 
well obſerverth) as well as 
the ſpirituall bread 3 but 
the petition for Bread is 


put before the petition of | 
Remiſ61ow of ſins , aslome| 


think, becauſe the former 
of petitions is for good, 
the later is inthenumber 
of the deprecations for e- 
vill: Others,that from the 
light of our neccſhties of 
earthly things, we arc led 
to a ſight of our nceeflity 
of heavenly things : Ac- 
cording tethis parterne is 
the practice of the Saints; 
Salomo makes firſt choice 
for W:iſdome , and letteth 
other things follow 1n 
their courſe; David firſt 

dc-- 


—_— tr th 


| | of the Spirit. % Þ IGt 


defireth the light of Ieho. 
vah'sface or countenance, | Plal.q. 
| and letteth the corne;and}| | 
the wine,and the oyle fol- 
(low inthcirorder. Burit| 
is nothing ſo with-the\ 
wickdd;they defirecarth- | 
ly things inthe firſt place 
| | becauſe they are earth- 
ly minded; m—_ hea» 
verino-things ;- they” ne} 
kn rs the: jr 
ning. of them 2 Give 'E+| 
fan firſt his-red pottage', | 
and let him deate-afrer-| | 
wardoforthe: 6isth-right\ 
as hee can, let Saul be ho. 
noured: before the people ,| 
andhee will take his ven-' 
ture: of. the: honor: from'| 
God wont if) 
Againe, wee.muſt aske\ 2 Rule, 
heavenly things ——_— 
Bike yl Pi; 


y——_ —_—_—_—_ ct 
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of thy deſires; if thy heart 
pant, and thy ſoulethir- 
ſteth after che livingGod, 


and I 


— _— —— 


Gamers — 
ly (I mcanein their kinds, ar 

not inany particular nieas| C 

pj ſure or quantity) but for d 
earthly things wee :muſt' n 
aske them conditionally, cl 

for ſo they are promaſedyi|, | tl 
Infometort, namblyifo/ tl 

| farreas they arcabſolute= r: 
| ly neceſſary forthe main-| | |a 
| kainingusinGods ſervice, | r 
| and making good of his) | |t 
| promiſes, fo:farre> wee d 
may cravethem abſolute. | }1: 
f ly; for as wee cravethe| C 
,\fowemayicravethe!, 0 
| meanes. chat lead:to'thar| | |r 
| end. t 
Then try thy ſcife by] c 

the right ordering of thy; t 

heart rowards-the objea | . 

t 

| 


— 


| of the Spirtt, 


i ——_— 


and the promiſes of God 
ChriſtIefus; Doeſt thou 
deſire the loving kind. 
neſle of the Lord more| 
chen Life it ſelfc, then let 
this aflurethee , though | 
thou want other: afly- 
rance , that” thy defires 
arcthe deſtres of the Spj- 
rit ; for every delireisof 
the nature. of the thing 
defired: : Beaſts affeft on- | 
ly ſenſuall objects, be. 
cauſe their defires are | 
meerly ſenfuall , ad the | 
'naturall man defirethna- 
turall things as the ade. 
quat object of his defires, 
though by ſome ſpar- 
kle of common inſtin&t 
he may glance: at better 
things, which he neither 
knoweth., nor truly affe-| 


| Qeth, [ 
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| 


* | hurtfull, like the humour 


—_— 


_ — 


eteth. Sothe Kingdome 
of God and hisrighteoul. | 
neſſe isthe adequatobjeR| 
of the ſpirituall mans de- 
fires, although the fto-| 
mach- may be affected 
with the maukin, or ſuch 
adiſcaſe as women with- 
child and menalſo labour 
of, arifing from anexcre- | 
mentious Or VENEMOUS,, | 
humour,, whereby they | 
lohg extremely for things 


it ſelfe, and defire them|, 
more then holſome food: 
Bur as this is cured by vo- 
miting, ſo the Lordby 
ſomecroſſle or other pur. 
geth out his malignant 
menſtrous humour, atter 
which they come to hate 
their owne defires: David 

was| 


_—_ 
” 


—_—— __ Ws 
III or Inn rm ns <a 


w_ 


of the Spirit. 


'was taken with 4 /onging 
deſire for the water of Be- 
thlew, but not when hee 
[perceived itto bethe price 
of blood:by hazarding the 
lives of his worthies , hee 
would not give it to his 
defires.So when theSaints 
perceive their inordinate 
defires to hazard their c. 
ſteeme & defite of Chirſt, 
they ſay tothem, as E- 
\phraim to his Idols, get 
you hence , what havelto 
doewithyou? Looktoit 
then, tor if thou ſer thine 
caſe, profit, pleaſures, ho- 
nour,or any thing clle be- 
fore Chriſt, thy deſire is 
not of Chriſt, 

The laſt note of Evi- 
dence of the Spirit, is the 
[looking for an anſwer 
3, from 


Mn 


165 


2 Sam, 23, 


12 Expe- 
fation 0j 
the thing 
defired. 
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ID 


— 


<= 166 | The Groanes | 


(from him to whom wee| 
pray : The end ofevery 

aQion,is farſt inintention, 
'A man can never intend 
'that which heelookesnot 
'toſee in executiongthe end 
of Prayer is to beheard: 
| Heare((lD Lord)the Prater 
of Indah, and bring him 
«nto his people: To heareis 
[no other thing butto an. 
ſwer,he who prayeth then 
intenderh to have anſwer, 

looketh for an anſwer, it 
' will follow then. by con. 
verſion, that he that look- 
' [eth not for an anſwer, 
\praycth not-ar all. That 

Toh,g, |ſpeech of rhe blind man, 
God heareth ſinners ,carti- 

* |\rieththeſe two things 1n 
(it; Firſt,asI have ſhewed, 

| Pnringnany finne can-| 
nor! 


| Deut, 33. 


—_——— 


|fing, and hee would nora- 


——— 


——_—@M 


”  — 
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[not-ftand with the Spirit 
of Prayer: This hath been 
[che courſe of all the Saines: 
\{aceb looked for a blef- 


way \without'a 6/eſiing; 
The Canaanitiſh Woman 
| will not away til ſhe have 
|ſomewhat:;; though it be 
|-but coummes; David will 
look out, thatis, (as I have 
ſhewed) he will waite for 
an anſwer; My ſoule wai- 
'teth for Jehovah , more 
then 4 watch-man for the 
moruing : As the eyes of 
ſervants are unto the hand 
of their Maſters ,or as the 
eyes of "a Maiden unto the 
hand of her Miſtreſſe; So 
our eyes are toward leho- 
vah, our God, untif{ that 


Pſal, x36, 
6, 


Pal. 123, 
343» 


he be eracions unto w: The 
| Sparit 
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| with the feare of ſeorch- 


the dog-ſtarce,tharitſtan- 
 |deth withtears inthe cies 


| quenchable defire for 


— 
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leadeth us unto thisduty 
by the very inſtinct of | 
|brutiſhcreatures;The eyes 
of all looke attentively to 
thee,and thou giveſt them 
their meat in due ſeaſon, 
Thc Humaniſt tell of O- 
ryx a kind of . Goatjn Z- 


— 


2ypt , thatitis ſo affected 
ing heat at the riſing of 


looking up to the hea- 
vens, as though it ſcemed 
to deprecate the intolera- 
ble fervency thereof, and. 
to thirſk with. an un- 


ſome moiſtmie fram rhe 
heavens * So the ſoule ta- 
ken up-with deſire of that 


| it prayeth. for, will waite 


— 
_— 


for 


of the Spirit, 
for ittill it hath its And 
this is more thenan unre- 
generate man doth or can 
does he hath notthe pro- 
miſe, whichis theg round 
of the anſwer , norcareth 
he forthe beſt things,how 
then can hee wait foran 
anſwer? He may conceit 
thatGod wil anſwer him, 
yea that hee doth anſwer 
him, becauſe hee obtain- 
eth fome earthly rhings, 
but his conceit 1s groiid- 
lefle, for Godanſwereth 
not his prayers neither 
will he , though hee make 
many prayers, although 
itpleaſe God to caſt thoſe 
things upon him for the 
further convincing and 
condetaning of him : Put 
thy ſoulethereforeto it in 
H this 
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(ing for an anſwer, Our 
{ fail bereia. | comming ſhort of this 
| 


| A__ © . oo 
O——— 


this particular , and looke' 
on thy prayer with like 
ordiflike , according to 
thy looking or not look. 


maketh us come ſhort of 
our ſuits for our ſelves & 
others;. wee arc like the| 


childrea-that ſhoot their | 


ſhafts, & never look after | 
them; or careleſle pcritio- 
ners, Who neverlook aft- 
ter an anſwer of their pc- 
tition : This is one maine 
cauſe of the Lords ab- 
ſence from his Church, 
and of his ſtanding out 
notwithſtanding our prat- 
ers, In that wee have not 
waited ſtill on God, and 
importun'd him for. an 
anſwer. Then let us ſet 

our 


of the Spirit, 


our ſelves upon the wall 
continually,to watch and 
wait forit, and the Lord 
in his due time will give 
a gracious anſwer, 

If a wearied ſoule ob- 


OY —— 


ject his waiting for an an- 
{wer till his eyes hath fai- 
led, and his heart fainted , 

I anſwer , if thy ſuir 
hath the promiſe for its 
2round,thou ſhalt have it, 
torGod denieth not what 


he delayeth, yea in this] 


he anſwereth thee that he 
ſtaycththy heart ro looke 
tor anſwer; tortherein he 
anſwereth the heart, 
though he an{wereth not 
the hand, hce knitteth th 

heart unto him that it doe 
not depart from him, But 


0b. 


Anſw. | 


ifthou haſt no promiſe 
21... 


- ” OO — 
ay — 


for, 
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«lufion of 
| this parti» 
| cular, 
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| for thy particular, then 
know, that deniall 1s the! 
very beſt anſwer, for pri- 
vate bleflings are every 
| way as good as poſitive, 
Thus much I hope ſhal 
ſerve for the particular 
markes of the Grores 0 
the Spirit , which in ſome! 


meaſure are 1n all Gods; 
children. All theſe marks 
indeed, or, at the lcaſt, 
ſomeof them be very co. 
{picuous;yct through dil. 
uſe or negle& the chara. 
ters may be mightily ra. 
ced,and illegible, moſle. 
grown with the carcs 0f 
this life, andthe remnants 
of carnality,hypocriſy,6c 
ſecurity, yctthey are not 
uite raced out , ſothat 
they are not there at all; 


/ 


— — — — - - _ 


FS EY DSHM _——_— = me 


 —— 


but 


' but in the unregencrate 
they are not at all,or in a- 
[ny meaſure. I have beene 


.the larger inthe , becauſe 

' of the deceitfulneſſe of 
the heart , the' neglect of 
triall, the preſumption of 
hypocrites and prophane 
men,and for ſtirring up of 

| Gods pcople to look bet- 
terto it , that they may 
not only pray inthe ſpirit 
in ſome meaſure , but alſo 
that they may pray in 
ſenſe ofthe ſpirit , which 
is the third Pointin order 
to be handled, 
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3. How the Sence of the 
| Spiris in Prayer may bee 
attained. | 
22) E roms l 
27 COME tO 0- 
2,2 pen this par: 
Ao DL) ticular , it 
JEFIz234 hall not be 
amiſſetoanlwer a queſti- 
on which I heard moved, 
nr man without 
the Spirit , eſpecially un- 
derftand oft hy noceiing 
may goe frequently and 
ordinatily ro God in ſe- 
cret,becauſe all other ob- 
jects and by-reſpeds rc. 
moved, the ſoule com- 


meth 


—I FS. 
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; methin a mw _ 
{peRttotalke with God 2 | 
f For anſwer hereunto, I Anſwer 

muſt acknowledge, that | 
asthe prayer of the wic-| 
ked is never mentioned 
but with profeſſed dete. 
ſtation of it , ſo I never 
read ofany prayer of the! 
wicked in {ecret ; But the 
Phariſees , the very pi- 
ture of hypocrites , are 
reproved for turning the 
courſe of fecret prayerto 
publique oſtentation - It 
is diſcovered inthe Scri- 
ptureto bethe practice of 
the Saints; 1/asc went out | Gen. 24. | 
into the fields with deepe| *' | 
meditation ( fer lo the 
word fignifieth.) It was 
Damels ordinary practice 
to 708 into bis chamber Dan,6it0, | 
H 4 three 


a 


pI 
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So David, evening and 
morning and at noone will 
P; meaitate; Andat theſixt 
houre Peter went into pray. 
er, Laſtly , it wasthe fre- 
quent practice of Chriſt 
himſclfe,the pattern of all 
goodnefle : yetnotwith- 
ſtanding all theſe, a pro. 
| phane man. may ſtumble 
now and then on his knees 
bctore Gad , as a night- 
walker: may a dangerous 
way in . his: ſteep ,..not 
knowing what danger he 
is in,yca aclofe hypocrite 
may ſo harden his face a. 
gainſt the: feare of Gods 
preſence , or upon ſome 
felte-fantaſticall ground 
of libertiniſme ,, liue in 
groſlc finnes,one.or - 
an 


three times @ day to pray, 
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& goe ordinarily to God 
in{ecret, whichthe Lord 
injudgement doth ſuffer 
tora time, thatthey may 
be hardned in {1n,and clo- 
thed with judgement as 


witharobe,but failing of 
theirends , or their end 
or their fin being diſcove- 
rcd,they fall off from the 
practice to open Propha- 
nefle, Apoſtatic otprotet- 
{ton,or Terror of con{ct+ 
ence, Which 1s the beſt 
that can befall them, 
Now having anſwe- 
red this Queſtion, I come 
directly to tne point ir 
felfe, namely ,The meanes 
of attaining theſenfe of the | 
Sproit in prayers Foras! 
many think they pray , & i 
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yet pray notar all; lo may 
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not belieuc they pray, As 
itis the higheſt L—_ 
of the ſfoule to converſe 
with God in prayer , {fois 
itthe heavenlieſt conſola-! 
tion of the ſoulegto know 
it ſclfe to bee converſant 
with Godin prayer:Now. 
for the attainment of this, 
thou muſt, | 
x Firſt ſtirup and quic- 
kenthe motion ofthe ſpi- 
rit: As in nature, Motion 
ſtirreth up naturall heat, 
and naturall heat maintat-| 
neth Motion, making the 

part moved more ſen(ible 

of liveltacfle,and activity; 

ſo the ſtirring up of any 
ſpirituall faculty, maketh' 
it more active & agile, 
and the aQivity thereof! 


main; 


| 


ny pray indeed , and doe 


| pertinent , Stzr up the gift 


Bis , and the rabbiſh of 


of the Spirit. 


maintaines the vigor of 
thefaculty , and maketh 
the ſubjeRt more ſenfible 
of its own activity: It is 
direQly ſo in prayer; to 
this the Apoſtle is very 


that & in thee, The pro- 
perty of the word is to 
ſtir up the ſparkles of fire, 
covered as it were with 
aſhes, and by laying fuel} 
tothem, rokindlethem 
up, and make them burne 
again. So that if thou 
wouldſt feele the heat of 
the ſpirit, thoumuſt by a 
devoutindeavour & care» 
full afiduity , gather to- 
gether the ſparkles of the 
{pirituall motions, raked 
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up in the aſhes of corrup- 


carelefte) 
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carclefle negle& , and by! 
laying onthe fuell of the 
grones ofthe ſpirit, with: 
the ſoft breath of the bel. 
lows of heavenly medi.' 
eations,thou muſt reſuſci- 
tate and kindle up againe' 
that ſpirituall fire, which 
is like to be extinguiſhed, 
Thenegle& of this mas; 
keth want of ſenſe, and 
want of ſenſe want of 
comfort ; and therefore 
(as theApoſtle ſaith) zeg-; 
left not,or be not careleile! 
of the gift that s in thee.) 


If ever then thou wouldſt 


have comfort trom-the! 
ſente of prayer , dig thy 
ſelfe out of thine own fe- 
curity, dull not, neither 
drowne thy pretious 


thoughts in cares, plea- 
ſires 


kt 
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. | ofthe Spirit together,and 
like agood workma, look 


\body by intemperancy, 
| 


the| 


be — 


of the Spirit. | 


wares , woildly joyes, or 
ſorrowes zbe ever bring- 
ingthe diſperſed ſparkles 


well rothe fire, and then 
the Lord will nof onely 


181 


take notice of thy prayer, 
as he did of Payls, but hee 
will atlogiverhy ſoule to 
know , that it is ſuch a 
prayer as he taketh notice 
of.(otharthou maiſt c6ht- 
dently averrxe withD avid, 
1 have called upon thee , & 
maiſt urge it withanargu- 
ment , /et meenot bee con. 
fonnded, 

2. The (ſecond Mean of 
procuring ſcnſe , is the re. 
moving of hinderances, 
as-the diſtemper of the 


Pr.3 18. 
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by paſſion, dividing cares 
or looſe and unprofitable 


the view of the ſtraine of 
prayerig us: Theſe bethe 
aſhesthar cover the ſpar. 
kles off Spirit , 8 keep 


ofthem. Away then with 
theſe if thou defireſtthe 
ſenſeof the vigor of the 
Spirit! Firſt the ſoule fol. 
loweth the temperature 
of the body; thou muſl 
labour, as much as may 
be,for a ſound minde ina 


over-wearied , and over- 
toyled bodies, whereunto 
moſt men reſerve theirta- | 


the diſtemper ofthe ſoule| 


company; thele bee the| 
- [rubbiſh of our rninous di- 
ſpoſition,that keep/usfr6 


us from the ſenfible heat| 


© &. PBRag] 


well tempered body:The| 
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milies| | 
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| ſickneſle , and weakneſle, 
i|As for the Paſtions or 


| bations, or ſuch turbulent 


md —Y 


milies and ſecret duries, | 
are unfit to organize the 
ſoule, orto ventthe ſoul's 
deſires in prayer ; It is 
goodtherefore to ply the 
duty in health, & ſtrength 
of body, that hence com- 
| fort may ariſe in time of 


Perturbatios of the mind, 
if they be the ſympromes 
of evill affeaed bodies, 
the body mnſt be brought 
in frame, but if they bee 
the more ſpiritual pertur- 


commorions as wee. call 
properly the ſickneſſe of 
the minde,as anguiſh, fla- 
vith feare,ſadnefle , & the 


reall and ſubtile nature, 
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the temper , as the winde 


againft rhe rocks : So'that 
for want of ſmooth wa- 
ters ro move on ( if you 
will ) a well-compoſed 
minde,theevidence of the 
Spirit, can neither be ſeen 
nor heard, Therefore 
theſe perturbations muſt 
be alaycd by their oppo. 
fire Graces, ( as I nave: 
ſhewed ) not quite taken 
away, with the Stocks, 
butthey muſt bee to tem- 
pered and alaied by grace, 
above the temper of the 
Platoaiſts, that they may 
de as ſinews to the mott- 
on of the Spirir, whereby 


doetroubleand miſcarry | 


doth carry the calmeſt| 
ayre and {mootheſt water 


evidence may bee turthe-| 


| | red! 
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red,andnothindered.” As 
for inſtance, amangry or 
wrathfull diſpoſition, is 
like choler, diſtaſting or 
diſtempering the relliſh of 
the Spirits or as the unna-+ 
turall heat doth waſt and 
conſume the naturall a- 
Rive heat that commeth 
tromtheheart; ſothede. 
voucingheat of anger ca- 
teth-up -the..evidence of 
the Spirir, The minde (as 
| onefairh). mit beat peace 
| init ſelfe uf itlooktomards 
 Godz Burifthe heat ofan- 
| ger be turned 1nto a: holy 
zeal, rempered with dif- 
cretion; it will conſume 
thatrubbiſh- that lycthm 
the way offenſe , and will 
belikea coach to carry 
the evidence or feeling of 


A the 
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{inprayer,buta well ſetor 
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the Spirit to'our Spirit in) 
the time of prayer. | 

; Secondly, And ſoa ha: 
bit of dulneſſe or-penſive| 


tcth the ſenſe of the ſpirit 


moderate mour 
is that: ſowing tn teares, 
which makerh us ſenfible 
in prayer to 7eap' iu Joy, 
Laſtly diſtraQng and {la 
viſh feare doth weaken 
the ſenic of Godsloveto- 
wardsus , but a reverent| 
awe - of the'' Majeſty- of | 
God in prayer, will give 
thy ſoule aſſurance, that 
he is thy Pacher , andt hat 
by the power ofthe ſpirit, 
thoucalleſt him ſo, 
Thirdly , As forthere- 
moveall of any reigning 


| 
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fin , Thave ſpoke of it be. 


tore , for continuance in | 


that cannot ſtand with 
the Spirit of prayer; yea I 
am of that minde , that 
though David loſt notthe 
Spirit by his 11n, itis pro- 
bable that he prayed not 
(carceall the time that he 
lay in bis £19. 

Athird Mean to attain 
ſenſe of the Spirit in pray- 
ec, is inthy diſpolitionto 
puklediy thefpni,/ an 

theſpirit , 
not by the fleſh & blood. 
Inthine indiſpoftion, or 
averſe diſpoſition, it will 
dilwadethee from pray- 
ing at all, and thatupog 
ſome ſhew of probable 
eround, as that thou haſt 


nat the Spirit , thou canſt 
not 
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not pray ; God willnot 


thou maiſt: ſhame thy (elf, 
and bewray thee to. beea | 
man of no-giftsz Sottiou| 
hadſt beſt let ir alone'till 
thou be fitted, God will 
accept of thy good inten. 
tion, and better not pray 
atall,then norto pr ay ex. 
cellently - But thel e,& the 
like be {ophiſticall lugge. 
ſtions , whereunto if thou 
hearkneſt,thounegleReſt | 
thy-duty , thou'weakneft 


—_—_—_— 


le&, thou diſacquainteſt 
thy ſelfe with God , thou 
bewraieft a doting on 
thine ownability,thou in- 
tercepteſt Gods opportu- 
nity of manifeſting his 
ſtrength in thy weaknefle; 


thou 


entertain it , If any bee by | 


{itto a bare preſumptory 


| thow wouldeſt, or as thou 


i. 
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thougiveſt advantage to 
Sathan, thou indangereſt 
the very habir of prayer 
as much as in thee lycth; 
for from frequency of 
negle&t thou maift dere- 
linquiſhthe duty,or bring 


— 


performance. Laſtly,there 
is nothing that weakneth, 
depriveth , and oppoſeth 
ſenſe morethen this : for 
as a ſedentary life;or flee. 
ping after meat, bringeth 
a-tat cold body to a Palfie 
or Lethargie , wherein 
{cnſe and motion 1s often 
weakned or deprived ;1o 
the negle&t of duty may 
indangerſenſe to a mans 
dying day. Therefore if 
thou canſt not pray as 


ſhouldſt 


———— 
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ſhouldſt,pray yet as thou 


anſt, God may bee there, 


and thou not aware oft; 
and whenrhouart leaſt a. 
'ble,thou art moſt able, & 
when thou art moſt hum. 
ble , thouart fitteſt for 
ſenſe:& take this as thedi- 
rection of the Spirit in 
Eph.6, 19. {Many places beſides the 
Cal.4.2. \Pracice of the Saints: Pray 
Romeiz: \alwaies ; Continue in pray- 
Luk.21 36 'er:Watch and pray alwates: 
(The meaning of which 
places wee muſt not mil. 
rake (after the example of 
Euchytes the Pſallian)that 
we muft doe nothing but 
pray , ( for many evills 
would then ariſe)bur that 
upon all - occaſions wee 
(hould have ſomething to 
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{ayto God , eſpecially as 
[ | both 
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beth ancient and modern 
obſerve. ; at the ſtinted 


(rimes of duty -,. which 
though wee change , yer 


mitz whether private or| 
ſecret. Inaword; that of | 
the. Apoftle in. another 
caſe, though often by ſin 
abuſed ,) will ſerve well 
here, Be inſtant inſeaſon 
and out of ſeaſon, that is, 
whether itpleaſe or pleaſe 
not; So whether thou art 
diſpoſed ornot diſpoſed, 
Soeto, and doeEit; the 
Lord hath bidden thee. 
The fourth. Meane in 
Prayer to obtaine ſence, is 
the labouring - 10- Prayer 
to bring home Chrift [en- 
fibly to the ſoule: This 1s 
the Spouſes defire,7 _ 
| ea 
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. | eth for Chrift, ſorhe hand 
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lead thee, .1 wonld bring 
thee into my mothers houſe: 
And thus ſhedoth indeed, 
I held him and would not 
let hins gae untal 1 brought 
_ into my wathers houſe. 
Whichis no other burto 
' bring him intothe heart, 
| where -hee dwelleth by 
' Faith . - As the Conduit- 
'pipe bringeth home wa- 
'ter from the Fountaineto 
the Ciſterne,fo the Con- 

duit of Faith bringeth 
 homethe Fountaine of li- 
'ving water, even Chriſt 
| himſclte, to the Ciſterne 
| of the heart . As theeye 
' of Faith.in Prayer look- 


| of faith : bringeth him 
grace, bringing all riches 


.M he Grodntes 


uAmR_TrTTTHAH—DIEPEES.D HS. 


| home;for taith 1s a thrifty 


home! 
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home tothe ſoule; The 
want of this thrifty courſe 


maketh want of ſenſe in 
our ſuits to God; foras 


the light: of Gods truth 
bringerh home to the ſoul 
the Mountaine of his _ 
linefle, ſo the Spirito 

Prayer” bringeth home 
the Lord to the ſoule of 
an humbled finner . Ifa 
man could fill the Cenfer 
with odors , andthe hea- 
vens with Groanes, and 
labour not in particular 
for this Vnion or Con- 


erat between God & his | 


Soule, God may be there 
with licle or no immedi- 
ate ſenſe of his preſence : 
Look then to the plying 
of this; for this ne 
thee to remove every 
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| king of God & our ſelves 


| turall, and Spiritual, ca- 
ſelves, and /eaderb was 


| band to the knowledee of 


|king the Spirit rejoycero 


demand EE th A. ——_ 


the faithfull witneſſe, or 
weaken lenſe. 

A fitt Mean to procure 
ſenſe , is a due noticc-ta- 


in Prayer: Theknowledge: 
of our ſelves, Moral, Na- 


ſeth us quice ont of our 
one ſaith) it were 6y the 


God, by which reflection 
or Circular knowledge we 
come to be vile in our 
owneeyes: It caſterh out 
and 'keepeth out.fin, ma- 


| 


beare witneſſe with out 
Spirits, that our Prayers 
are as odors of incenſe in 
his noſtrills. Againe,the 


thiog that may diſpleafe | 


| 


Spl- 
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Spirituall knowledge of 
Gods Excellency, Sove- 
raigaty, Al-ſufficiency of 
all his Attributes and 
workes, worketha lively 
lenſe inthe Suiter, becauſe 
the barenaturallor ſuper- 
naturall knowledge of 
God,be it as may be, will 
never beger any ſenſe 
without that anointing 
eyc-ſalve.This knowledg 
thenof Gods Excellen 

will countervail the fen 

of thine owne unworthi- 
nefle,his Soveraignty will 
command the rebellion 
thereof; His All-ſufficien- 
cy ſupplyeth thy wants; 
all his attributes, yea,even 
his Iuſtice(in Chrifſt)ier. 


veth forthy good z This 
knowledge giveth thee 
I 2 not 
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not only (with the hea. 
then ) ſome light to ſe 
God in his Creatures, | 
The truth of this paſſage 
appeareth plainly in 4. 
| braham his ſuite to God 
for Sedome ; 1 have taken 
wporn we, or begun toſpeak 
#nto the Lora, and lam 
deft andafhes , whereby a 
refletive knowledge of 
Godupon himſclte, ke 
fecth and acknowledecth 
himſelfe to be nothing: 
yet by this is not .diſcou- 
raged but rather cncoura- 
ged to continue his re- 
queſt, renuing ittothe 
number of ' nine times, 
which hee could: never 
have done without the 
ſenſe ofthe Spirits appro- 
bation. 


Our| 
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Our comming | ſhort 
herein maketh us come 
ſhort of ſenſe in Prayer, 
for cither we examine not 
our ſelves, and empty not 
our ſclves of our ſclves as 
we ſhould, till we be vile: 
in our owy eyes,& therc- 
fore the Lord will not let] 
us know that hee taketh 
notice of us , till we take 
betternotice of our ſelyes; 
or on the contrary, wee 
fixe both our eyes upon 
our owne unworthineſle, 
vileneſſe, and iniufficien- 
cy,where finding no mat- 
ter of feeling, wee drench 
our ſelves intcazes of de. 
ſpair with, 1ohn,becauſe 
there is nothing found in 
us worthy $0. give teſtt- 
mony-: But welooke not 


| 
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up to the Lyons power, 
nor the worth of the 
Lambts blood, by which 
the ſealed evidence ofthe 
| Fathers good will is 0- 
d or brokenup to us, 

y whom the Odors or 
Prayers of the Saints are 
carried upto the Father, 
and to the Fathers pre. 
fence, andevidence of his 
prefenceis brought down 
into the ſoule. Ard this is 
the means to make us ſing 
thatnew ſong with trium. 
 phant joy and melody 1n 
ovr heart, having Godin 
Chriſt to beall inallun- 
tous, though wee be no- 


thing of our ſelves. 

The fixt and laſt ſenſe. 
| procuring Meane , is a 
{cloſe and conſtant holy 


| _ walking 
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| without the laſt, andrhat' 


{God , as ſomeſinnepaſt, 


| of the Spertt. 
walking with .God inall 
our Thoughts, Words, & 
Actions , both inour ge- 
,neralland particular cal- 
ling. The guidance of the 
Spirit, Praying by the Spi- 
\rit, and Evidence ofthe 
_— ſome meaſure} 
goe uſually rogerher; (I 
lay aſually)becauſe ſome. 


| ——————_—_— 
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timethe two firſt maybe 
for cauſes beſt knowneto|! 


prevention of {ome ſinne, 
as ſpirituall pride,orthe 
like; orfor therryall bf 
the patience of the-Saints, 


Prayer, trufing in the 
Lord, although hee ſhould 
kill them: Andtrulyl may 


and their continuance 1n| 


ſay for the cemfort of, 
Is © fuch, 
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{uch,thatthoughit be not 
fo ſweet'a condition as 
that which is joyned with 
lenſe,yetit is as happy & 
asſurea condition as that 
which iscarried by ſenſe, 
ifall meanes for” ſenſe be 
uſed. Hither may I apply 
that ſaying of our Saviour 
ro Thomas, Thou beleeveſt 


| becauſe thou ſee#t , bleſſed 
are thoſe that have ni | 


ſeen and yet have beleeved: 
So, bleſſed are thoſe that 


| continue inPraier,though 


they want" theſenſe of al- 
ſurance in Prayer. 

But to the matter in 
hand,cloſe obedience out 


1 of Prayer, briageth good 


Evidence in Prayer , not 
only as the effe& , oras 
the fruit eviderceth the 


: rec, | 
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| Spirit of promile to be 


| Foras remiſſe walking in 
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tree,but itchallengeth the 


with us in Prayer, to give 
Evidence and Approba- 
tionto his owne Worke-| 


a Chriſtian ( though not 
abſolutely looſe) doth in| 
{ome ſort quench the Spt+ 
rit and dampthe evidence 
thereof in. Prayer; ſo a 
cloſe,ſtrit,and holy wal- 
king withGod,doth quic- 
ken and rejoyce the Spi-| 
ric, for that itis ready with 
cheerfulneſle to give joy- 
full evidence , when wee! 
20Cc about its particular 
buſineſſes of Prayer. This 
walking with God ( for 
which the Patriarchs and 
Saints were commended); 


is nothing elſe(as the Au-! 
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ſong of God by faith and 6- 
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{| ments; wee preſume our 


tentment of aſſurance. But 


thor to the Heorewes cx- 
poundeth it) but 4 plea. 


bediente : Now when we 
thus -plcaſe him, hee (ac- 
cording to his covenant 
made to Abraham and his 
ſeed,)is with us in our rc. 
queits, by giving us con. 


our want of this, maketh 
weakneſſeot Prayer, and 
want of aſſurance : Many 
mens aff:Rions arc led 
captive and their judg. 


wayes to be Gods wayes, 
when they are none of 
his; by being ſtrif in one 
of the Tables, we take li- 
berry to tranſgreſle the 0- 
ther : The harmony of the 


Haw is diſtempered by 
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'our diſordered paſſions; 
| we beare falſe wirnefle a-1 


oo «< 


'gainſt God in denying 
[the Saints their due , out 
| of a partiall humour, and 
{therefore it is juſt with 
; God to withdraw his te- 
ſtimony from . our re- 
| queſts, though we eager- 
Ty defireit. Laſtly , the 
| hearts ofthe moſt profeſ. 
{ling , are ſo overcharged 
with the cares of this lite, 
that the Spirit alſo is 0- 
vercharged with the dul. 
neſle & deadnefle of their 
Prayers, whereby the du- 


\andrhe evidence is ſup- 
preſſed: Therefore looke 
[ro thy- walking in every 
particular, if ever thou 


— to attaineto aſſu- 
rance 


ty hath ſmall force with it| 
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| will doe well; David(as 1 


Ee — 


ranceinthy Prayer. | 

Other meancs I might 
deliver for the obtaining, 
of ſcnſc, as due Preparati., 
ontoPraier,a Habit of bo. 
ly cjaculations,but I have 
already ſpoke of the for- 
mer , and will only adde: 
this, Withdraw thy ſelfe; 


prepare thy ſelfe with a 


| reverentawe to meet thy 


God: And forthelater, 
Theſe holy breathings,as 
ayre, keepe and cleere the: 
fire upon the hearth, 
whereby ſenſe is kindled 
when thou ſctteſt upon 
the worke: Alfo for helpe 
in this particular, the fre- 
quent uſe of ſecret Prayer 


—  — 


have ſhewed) ſought the 


Lord' 


— 4 *” — —” cw o—— -- - 


from all impediments, &| - 


m__—_— F< Wi 7 wv ] 


| Lordthree times adayy we| 


'E of the Spirit, 


ſhould of neceffiry be 
twicea day with God at 
the leaſt; befides going 


caltons, as hearing of the 
Word,or others, remcm- | 


unto him upon other oc- | 


birag alſo to double our 
Sactifice on the Lord's 
Day . And ſo much for 
the Meances, which if the 
Lord diſpoſethy heart to 
uſe conſcionably, thou 
canſt not bur obtain ſome 
good meaſure of affu- 
rance,that thou praieſt by 


the Holy Ghoft, 


EE 
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4 How a man ſhould hold 
on inthe duty without 


the ſenſe of the Spirit. | 


><g2&? He fourth pare 
Ny \© ticular head of 
#) (@- otthisTreacile, 


—_—_—_ — 


© ſhall be the ſa 
tisfyinga demand : If one 
feele not the afſurance of 
the Spirit tn Prayer, with 
what comfort or encourage. 
ment ſhall that party hold 
ou in Prayer , or ſhould hee 
reſolve to give over Pray» 
er, 4s leremy reſolved ts 


give over reaching? 


For anſwer, ler ſucha 


oneneither reſolve fo nor 
doe 


of the Spirit. | 


[in Prayer,and when is de- 


[anſwer,he will not hide hs 


MMM TO  IEOn—C Ie on, 
C__— ——_— 


= 


doe fo: As for motives of 
encouragement thercun- 
to; Firſt, thou muſt doe it 
in conicience tothe com- 
mandement, joyned with 
a promiſe, (all u9on me in 
the day of trouble and I wil 
deliver thee: Whatgrea- 
ter trouble then to be 
without ſenſe of aſſurance 


liverance nigher then in 
greattrouble? 

Secondly , remember 
thathee, to whom thou 
gocſt,isa lovinggkind,a::d 
compaſtonare Father , 


and will not ſuffer them 
to cry alwates without an 


face for ever . If evill pa- 
cents wil give good things: 


who pittieth his children, | 
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more wil he who is good. 
neſle it ſelte give better 
things to ſuch as hee hath 
made partakers of his 
g0odnefle, 

Thirdly , take encou- 
ragement from earneſt 
deſire of Gods face that 
he hath put into thy heart 
which hee never meaneth 
to fruſtrate, for hee gran. 
teth the deſires of his 
children, Thou artas ſure- 
ly happy ( as I have ſhew- 
cd ) thoughnot ſo ſenſi- 
bly happy , 10 nungring 
and thirſting after tenſe, 
as though thy ſoule were 


deſires arc his owne , and 
he will crowne his owne 


woke! 


totheir children, yea, and| | 
that to evilchildren:much| * | 


filled with ſenſe ; Theſe] 


of the Spirit, 


_— 


works with mercy & ten- 
der compaſhon;keep then 
but open thy mouth-and 
heart in Prayer, and afſu- 
redly as he hath promiſed 
he wil fil them with good 
things, | 

Fourthly,comfort thy 
ſelte with this thy deſer- 
tion or want of ſenſe; it 
may be it is not yet Gods 
opportunity to thew him- 
{elfe inthe Mounr;it may 
come in an houre which 
thou. never didſt looke 
for; 

Fiftly, let the Wil. 
dome of God ſtay thee in 
thy courſe , who hath all 
times and ſeafons in his 


hands, who knoweth |. 


whento ſhut and whento 
open: By which — 
IS 


|_ 20g 
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his preſence, hee maketh 
thee to long rhe more-af-, 
| |cerit, andthe morethoy; 
wilt yalue it whenthou 
haſt it, 

Sixtly, let the exam- 
ples of all Gods children 
in this comfort thee: didfl 
thou ever know or heare 
that ever any of them pe. 
riſhed, but at length they 
| found the thing they 
{ought for? 

Laſtly, ktthine owne 
Experience teach thee. to 
run thy race with pati. 
ence,till thou daſt obrain; 
For though thou haſtnot 
the ſenſe of his preſence, 
yetthou haſt other fruits 
of his preſence, as Holi. 
| ncfſe, Humility ,Parience, 
Brotherly-love, Softneſle 


of 


Fd 


of the Spirit. | 


ofheart N Tenderneſſe of 


conſcience, Feare to dif. 
pleaſe, a Reverent awe of 
God, Hunger and Thirſt 

after all righteouſneſle . 
Theſe, it may be, or ſome 
of theſe thou haſt in a 
greater meaſure the tome 
that have ſenſe: But how- 
ſoever, theſe be the har- 
bingers of ſenſe, & where 


they take up the heart, 
there {ſenſe of aſſurance | 


wil be ſure tolodge:Thoy | 


haſt already that witneſſe| 
in thy ſelfe, namely the! 
Spirit,and that Spirit will 
make thee know the 
things'thatareof God, 


5. How 
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[every man in the face of 


labonr for it, 
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FE 
SPDOODS, 
5 How ſuch as want the 
the Spirit of Prayer ſhould 


Ee MHE fift and! 
Xl Laſt particular 
"| of this Trea- 


menthat want 
this Spirit of Prayer ſhall 
attain unto it;For all men 
haveitnot, not theeleR 


although moſt thinke that 


the Church can pray, yet 
nothing lefle, ft is truein- 
deed that our bleſſed Sa- 


| 


viour maketh incerceſhon 
by | 


_— _-_ he 


till they be converted , |. 


= 


—_— —_ 


* ow was was pSfrfy» QB —_—xX7,. 
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| of the Spirit. | 


| 


| by his preſence for the E- 
'le& , even before their 
convetfion, witnefſe him. 
| ſelfe ; neither ray 7 for 
theſe alone,but fr then al. 
ſo that ſhall beleeve on me 
through their word: where 
the ancients obſerve, that 
Chriſt prayed not only 
for thoſe that ſhould hear 
the _—_ {for neither 
Abrabam nor the Theife 
heard) but hee prayed for 
all them that from the be- 
| ginning of the world had 
belceved or ſhould be- 
lceve - yet for all this hee 
praycth in none before 
they have the Spirit . 
Though Paul, an elect 
veſſel], before his conyer- 
ſion had the Prayer of 


——_— —— 
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for 


Chriſt, yet he prayed not | 
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peruſe this draught. of 
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for himſelfe till hee was 
transformed by the Spirit 
into the Image of Chriſt, 
by whole Spirit he began 
to pray , of the truth of 
whoſe Prayer Chriſt gi. 
veth this teſtimony ; be. 
hold he prayeth : Varege. 
nerate men may perhaps 


Prayer, whereby as they 
cometo lee rhe neceſſity 
of Prayer, ſo they may 


fleſh and Sathans ſugge- 
ſtions,in perſwading men 
that they pray when they 
docnothing lcſl2,8 here- 
upon they come to En- 
quire, how thty may at. 
taine to the true zift of 
Prayer? 


For anſwer , let them 


| 


Us| 


CC ——_—_—" 
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| IE of rhe Spirit, | 
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underſtand firſt,tharPrai- 
eris no acquired gift by 
che induſtry of man, bur 
an intuſed ability of the 
Spirit(as I have ſhewed,) 
which God, our of the 
free motive 'of his love, 
powreth uponall and @+ 
very one of his choſen, 
when hee worketh that 
olorious change in them 
by the power of the Go- 
pell . The wind bloweth 
where it lifteth , and thou 
heareſt the ſound thereof, 
but canſt not tell whence it 
| commeth nor whither it go- 
eth: So isevery onethat 
is borne of the Spirit, As 
this is ſpoken of the free 
and forcible myſtery of 
mans converſion, incom- 
prehenfible by mans ca- 


f 


$4 _____ pacity, 
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pacity, ycrunderſtood of 


 / Further , ſince . thoy 


| thing lefle:And this reach- 


faith; ſo this Spirit of ſup. 
| plication maketh free and. 
forcible entry upon the 
| heart of a convert , nei- 
ther acquired , nor tru- 
'ly deſired , nor under- 
| ſtood by the beſt man in 
his naturall eſtate , or 
' moſt compleate endow- 
| ments, before his conver- 
ſton, 


, doeſt enquire allo in thy 
; Caſe with thoſe that came 
'to ob, what thou ſhouldſt 
; doe, | anſwer, thou muft 
(know & ingeniouſly-con- 
| feſle, thatthou canſt not 
pray at all; for men con- 
| ceit that they can pray, 
|-when they can doe no- 


| 


et 


- ow * RD xn It 5 


| of the Spirit. 


| [they cannotpray to God, 


cheth not only to carnall: 
profcſſours, who hold it 
a herefte to doubt thar 


but alſo to cloſe and for- 
mall hypocrites, yeatem- 
ro profteflours inthe 

igheſt degree , whoſe 


in this particular, The co- 
ceit ofthe proud Phariſlee 
amongſt the reſt of his 
faults,thart he could pray 
andnonelike him, (poiled 
him for ever from pray- 
ing. To men ſo conceired 
that ſaying of the Phyſ1- 
tian well agreeth: Wher 
the minds of men are once 
take up with falſ eoptnions, 
they. make them wot only 
deaf but alſo blind againſt 


| So » 


the truth it ſelfe: yeatur- 


hearts fouly deceive thE| 


| K ther| 


=] 
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' combine themſelves to. 


ther ſaith hee, zhere 2 
tineture ſo indelible _ 
ning thejuwdgement of well 
ruled reaſon; fortheirar- 
rogancy and. ignorance 


gether: Even juſt foitis 
with men 1n this particu- 
lar;yea'I dare avouch that 
this conceit maketh ſuch 
further off from prayer 
then prophane Infidells 
that never offered to pray 
inall their lives. It is rcla. 
ted ofa $skiltull Mufatian, 
that hee tooke twiceas 
much for teaching. thoſe 
that were evill taught, as 
for thoſe that were not 
taught atall 3 becauſe a 
falſe pofitton'in.a 1ctence 
15agreater himderance to 
the attainment thereof, 


then 


i 


1 


” bt » 
OT 


{ 
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of the Spirit, 


then the pure privation of 
it:if ever then thou defi. 
reft to pray , confeſle in- 
geniou{ly that thou canſt 

not pray at all; know that 

thou art ſtark blinde and 

lame, that thou maiſt re- 
ccivethy limbs and fight, 

In the next place,thou 

muſt lay toheart and bee 
ſenſible of thy miſerable 
and wretched condition, 
through want of this pre- 
cious gift of prayer : this 
well conſidered will make 
thee at thy witsend, and 


| [it will ſhake the ſandy 
| [foundation of all thy en- 
deavours, it will batter &| 


take the fort of all thy 
vain confidence, it wil cut 
the finewsof all thy ſelfe 


{deceiving policy , it will 


K 2 faint 


| 


— 
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| faint the heart , and dead 


| the very {oule of all thy 
| pale-faced hopes , it will 
imbirter the ſweetneſle of 
al thy rat{-bane pleaſures, 
it will mar the market of 
all thy poſſeſſions & trea- 
{ures , it wil! bring offthe 
hooks all thy jollity and 
mirth, it will makethee 
behold,as in atrue glaſle, 
all thy jollity and madde 
mirth , it will let thce ſee 
the vanity of all thy great 
friends, favorites, ſuppor. 
ters, lovers,acquainrance, 
yea the Tovialt compani- 
ons. Inaword, ifthou 
wilt hold to it,it will give 
theeno reſt till thou haſt 
{found ſome orher footing 
for thy ſoulto reſt on. 
To make all good , ler 
me 


GT ww * 


|thercanſtthou goe £ Wilt 


- [canſt doe?I know,& thou 


—_—_____—_— 


———_ 


of the Spirit. 


mea'litle expoſtulate the 
matter with thee: What 
canſt thou doe in the day 
of thy diſtreſſe , when 
trouble comes upon thee, 
like paine 01 4 woman in 
child-birth? When thy 
co{cience begins toroare, 
thy ſoul to faint, thy ſtate 
to waſt or beetaken from 
thee by violence ? Whi- 


"— 


thou know What thou 


ſhalt know it , thou canſt 
doe juſt nothing for thy 
ſelfe that goodis. If thou 
canſt not pray ,thou canſt 
20e no whercat all out of 
thy ſelfe; to him thou 
canſt not goe that hath c- 
ternall lite , for thou art 
not acquainted with him, 


| K 3 thou! 
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| whereis the refuge ? who 


: |dy,refuge,or helpe; For 
| [thou haſt no promiſe of 


thou haſt no odours to| | 


fillthe Cenſer, and there- 


thee but a Cenſer full of 
fire from the Altar to c6- 
ſume thee:here thou maiſt 
know (if thou wilt) that 
thou art blind,and naked, 
miſerable and wretched, 
But what is the remedy ? 


is thy ſhelter in this thy 
diſtrefle ? Surely if thou 


look about thee , within 
thee,abouec thee, beneath 
thee, and finde no reme- 


all theſe in calling upon 
God, no promiſe of deli. 
verance,as | have ſhewed: 
yea inſtead thereof, thou 


fore hee hath nothing for | 


canſt not pray, thou maiſt | 


haſt 


edt ——_— 


wv 
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| haſt the arrow of the Lords Pl.50.15,, 
wrath drawn (evento the | 
| | head) againſt thee, witnes | 79% 
the Pſalmiſt;powre out thy 
| wrathfull beat againſs the | 
| | heathenthat know thee not, | 
and upon the kingdomes 
that cal not upon thy name. 
The very ſame phraſe | 
hath Jeremy , calling them | 
the Families that call not\ 15.29.25, 
on tby name; whcther it be 
family ,kingdome,ot per- 
ſon,all is one, Further, 
what canſt thou doe for 
thy family,if famine, fire, 
plague, or fearctull fick- 
nefle comeamongtt the 2 
If thou canſt pray juſt fo 
much as thou canſt doe 
for thy ſelfe, yea if they | 
were all running to hell,| | 
which is worlc then the} 
| K 4 former | | 


| 
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former,thou neither canſt 
nor wilt ſtay them,burra- 
ther haſten them thither, 


thee , as thou art husband 
or wife, parent or childe, 
maſter or fervant; what 
canſt thou doe for thy 
country, when the diſmal 
day of calamity thickens 
inuponitas a cloud , and 


ha#. Though thouartthe 


| moſt civiliz'd tormaliſt 


inalltheworld, theclo- 


iHeft hypocrite , the moſt 


gliſtring moraliſt, yea the 
moſt potent grandic for 
{tate and puiſſance in all 
the land,and yer canſt not 
pray ,thou makeſt many 


{breaches,and openeſt ma. 


ny gapstothe , betraying 
of 


— 


Obſerve this I beſecch | 


the evill ihreatned maketh 


_ Q 


_— —" 


| [the leaſt enſuing danger, 


s Mo Be 1 Bj 0 


(amd 
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' {fort or Cannon, yet hee 


| {pray: for they ſpend all 


| [time in karnjng ſtrange 


PATE DMFw AD... Aa *. %, 4a 9 £4 im YT Y7 


TE OG — 


[ _—__—_ 


of the Spirent, | 


225 | 


| | ofthe ſtate and kingdome! 


bur thou canſtnot for thy 
heart, by ſword or coun- 
{ell prote@ the State, fr 


An evill man may by 
Gods imployment bee a 


hath neither the promiſe 
nor.any good by it: It is 
the poore wiſe man that 
by his wiſdome delive- 
rcth the City , though no 
man regard him, for fools 
candoc nogoodz& fooles| 
are all ſuch as cannot 


language, but have never 
a word of the language of 
Canaan.Laſtly,whatcanſt 
thou doe when fickreſle 


———_— 


Miſery in 
ficknes, Of | 
death with | 


feazeth-on the,and death, 
K 49 the 
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out prayer. 
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| " |rhe laſt enimy looketh 
eaſtly in thy face © Then : 

| | all thy worldly confi. 

|dence,policy,hopes, plea. 
ſures,profits, poſleftons, | 
joviallity, mirth, favour-| | 
ers, freinds (and what | 
not) {hall forſake thee: |: 
then one groane or ligh. | 
from the ſpirit, would 
bring thee better newes 
from God,tchen if allthe 
Princes Embaſſadours in | 
inthe world ſhould falute| | 
| thee Maſter, or their Sove-; 
raign and ſole Monarch 
of the world : | But this| | 
| Embaſhke of prayer being| 
wanting , what woe will| | 
{be waring,yea thou mailt 
wiſh the hills and moun-| | 
: taines to overwhelme thee 
and cover thee fromthe 
prelence! 


—_— —— 
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lallin vaine, if the Lord 


|indas , or with thy heart 


may object ( for ſuc 
|there bee ) itthe ſenſeo 
| ones ſtate that -cannot!| 


AA i 9 2 OO A - 
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preſence of him' that fit- 
teth uponthe throne gbur 


put not words in thy 
mouth, whereby hee may 


be entreared,thon ſhalt'et-| © 


ther dye deſperately like 


dying within thee, like 
Nabal : So confiderthis 
trait whereinthouart, & 
this may put thee further; 
on to ſer thine- eyes to« 
wardsthe Lord. | 

Bur ſome deſperately 


Ob, 


ray,ſ{ethim ſo upon a 
nd , it were berter for) 


. 


ſuch a one ro [content 
himſdfe with ſuch pray+ 


ersas have fervedhim hi, 
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therto, then by medling 
after a new ſtrain of pray. 
| erto make lifeuncomtor- 
table and death intollera- 
ble; 

For anſwer,the remedy 
is worice then the dilcaſle, 


intime, he (hall ſee «t will 
be onetime or other, yea 
1 may bee out of time, 
ereater horrour. I have 
been the larger 1n this 
'particular,thar the rerror 
of a non-ſuppliant eſtate 
might haſten him out of 
it, yea Tthink verily if ſuch: 
men would look well up. 
| 00 it, it might be a meane 
ro bring many out of it, 
Thou muſt refolvein the 
third place if ever thou 
wouldſt pray to break off 


for it ſuch a one ſce it not |. 


þ 
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thy ſins,and to part with 
thy prophaneſle for as l 
have ſhewed , a finfull| 
courſe & familiarity with 
God cannot cov(iſt or 
ſtand together: A corrupt 
tongue or leprons throat 
maketh a har ſh noiſe in the | Prov, 15. 
eare of God: rem@her that | *7: 

the Lord is far from the 
wicked, and though they 
cryto him he wilnot har- 
kento them; 

Fourthly, thow muſt a- 
voidand abandon all pro- | 
phane, idle , and unproti- | 
table company; for as thy 
living in a corrupt ayre, 
or with contagious bo- f 
dies,will increaſe the ha- 
bit of thy corrupt diſpo- 
fition,till choube utterly | 
conſumed , ſo lewd and 
wicked 


tn. 
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wicked company will 
more and more. contami- 
| nate thy foule ,and {pirit, 
| fo that thy . breath ſhall 
ftink worſer and worlerin 
the noſtrills of God : As. 
the ſoule in the Law that 
Levzr. | touched any abominable 
unclean thing , and ate of 
the ſacrifice , was to bee cut 
off from Gods people,to the 
converfing and tamiliari- 
ty with unclean & curled| 
company, curtteth a ſoule; 
off, & keepeth it off from 
familiarity with God in! 
prayer; Therefore { {aith/ 
| che wiſeman')  Exter yot. 
into the path of the wicked, 
and goe not intot he way of 
 evill mey: The Prophet 
P.29.5.6.1 David, waſhing his hands 
in innocicy , thut he might | 
Ro or compalſe! 


——— 


Pcov. 4,14 


UN 


oft the $ pirit, 


compaſſe the Altar of the 
Lord abandoneth all vain 
perſons , & reſolveth not 


wicked: for as thou muſt | 
avoidevill company, and 


aſſociate thy ſelke tothe 
godly, Hee that walketh 
withthe wiſe ſhalbe wiſe, 
hatethe evill ( ſaith the 


good, The meerely mo- 


ral man doth counſel thee 


to converſe with ſuchas 
will make thee better, as 
men by conftant conver. 
fing with natives of a Na- 
tion doc learne the lan- 
guage of the nation, ſo by 
torttng thy ſelf with beg- 
gers:thou maiſt happily 


[learnetobeg, Fittly 


to fit or converſe with the | 


hatethem that regard /y- 
ing vanities,{0 thou muſt Pro. 13-20. 


Prophet) and love the 


Amos,5. 
I 4y 


{ 23k | 


7 


th. 
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Fiftly , thou muſt in- 
treat the godly earneſtly 
ro pray for thee , andto 
begthee ofthe Lord, e- 
ſtcem much of their prai- 
ers,which be of that cf1- 
Cacy to convert 4 ſinner 

rom his waies , and to ſave 
a ſoule from death , hiding 
a multitude of ſinnes. If 
thus thou doſt, and God 
affeceth the hearts of his 
| people to pray tor thee, 
there is good hope that 
chou ſhalt come to pray 


|thersalſo, tor the Sonne 
of many prayetrsca hard- 
ly periſh: bur To long as 
[thou doſt ſcofte & mock 
[at the prayers of the 
Saints , or haſtthem in 
lighteſteem., the ipiritof 
prayer 


| 


tor thy ſelfe and for o-} 


—_—_ — 


—_— 


of the Spirit. 


prayer or ſupplication 
will not come nighthee. 
Yet with this begging ot 
the prayers ofthe Saints, 
\thou maift learne to beg 
thy ſelfe. The people of 
Iſrael deſired Samuel to 
pray forthem when they 
had finned, but they pral- 


bo Pharaoh defired _ 
es tOpray againe and 4a- 
gaine For him » but hee 
would never learne to 
pray for himſelfe , neither 
did heart all defire Moſes 
his prayer, tiltthehand of 
God was the ſecond time 
upon him, for at the firſt 


cd alſo for themſelves; | 


he did not, A great _; 
doe never defirethe prat- 

ers of Gods pcople; if 
they deſire them ar all ,it 


1s 


I es 
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|to God, except thou hea- 


—— 
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is nottill Gods hand beſo} 
heavy upon the,that they | 
know not what to doe. 
Sixtly, thou muſt at. 

tend the meanes of the 
word, read, preachedand' 
conferred upon , for. thou 
ſhalr never learne to ſpeak 


| hee that turnes. away his 
jeare from hearing the 


reſt God ſpeak unto thee: 


Law,even his prayer ſhall 
be abomination, Ir is not 
a ſer manner in a ſecret 
corner, nor the beſt pen- 
ned praier that thou canſt 
get by hart,without a dili. 
gent attendance on the 
word, eſpecially preach. 
ed.thart ever will tcachor 
inable thee to pray + For 


faith commeth by hearing; 


And, 


mus ni Ins 4 tw TY ww 
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| And becauſe wee believe 
therefore we ſpeak: As the 
lame man in the Goſpell 
lay ſtill by the Poole of 
Betheſda ( which was the 
meanes appointed for re- 
covery Jrillthe power of 
God kad wrought upon 
him,ſo thou muſt fill at- 
tend the meanes , till God 
ſmitethe heart, unvail the 
eyes,touch and untie the 
tongue to this duty of 
PIaycre 

Seventhly and laftly, 
enquire & learn of God's 
people, and they can tell 
thee whatunvaluable pro- 
fit, what ſweet pleaſures, 
what unſpeakable conſo. | 
lation , what peace-pal- 
ſing underſtanding, what 


height of honour , what| 


heaven 
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| heavenof happineſle,they 
| find in this familiar con- 
ference, with God ; aske 
and they will tell thee (as a 
Father obſerverh ) that of 
all vertues they can find 
none but this compared to 
mnceuſe. Secondly, they 
can tell thee on experi- 
ence , that it is thebeſt' 
guard againſt all aſſaults 
of Sinne and Sathan . All 
kind of Divels are kepr 
out and caſt out by this, 
When the evill Spirit| 

r.Sam.16, . 
23. came upon Saul, David a- 
layed and abandoned it 
by playing on his haype; 
that harpe, ſaith one, was 
devout Prayer: Thirdly, 
if thou wouldſt know 
| what is the beſt trading, 
Gods people will tel thee 
| there | 


-—— 


a —— 


of the Spirit. [12 =_ 


= 


thereis none like Prayer | 
For no ſtate, time, place, 
perſon,or oppoſition, can 
{1ntercepr thrift if thou 
art diſpofed to pray; thou 
maiſt ever be imploying 
thy ftock, and that with 
the returne of encreale ; 
thou maiſt gain more by 
Prayer,in one honre (as 
one ſaith well)then all the 
Merchants in the world| 
in a thouſand yeares , 
Fourthly,wiltthou know 
whats the very beſtphy- 
ſick? Gods people cantell 
thee by experience , that 
none is like Prayer:Ithea- 
leth the infirmities of the 
body, and the 'difeaſes of 
the ſoule, "hf che 7 
of the faithful ſhall ſave 
6 erin , apd Ph, Lord | 


BE | ſhall 


13 this, fora man to talke fa- 


— — — 


ſhall raiſe them up , andif 
he have committed ſinnes 
they ſhall be forgiven him: | 
Fiftly , if it be enquired 
| what is the greateſt ho- 
\nour that mortall man 
can obtaine nnro?Is it not 


 miliarly withGod as with 
his friend 2 Ad ſuch ho- 
n0ur have all the Saints, 
and they only: What ho- 
'nour were it fora poore, 
| meane, deſpicable man 
|tocome to be ſoinward 

wich a great Monarchto 
| have hiseare at his plea- 
ſure, andtrogoc into the 
bed-.chamber when hee 
lift withour repulſe or in- 
terruprion of any? Sois it 


with Gods fayorites, how 


— — 


{oey 


—— 


| 
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deſpicable , and deſpiſed 
L 


ly,if thou wouldſt be pro- 
vided of the beſt armes a-| 


--_—— 


| | of the $ Spinds.” | 


[kent 'er they -be amongſt 


men : Hee that will betn. 


ward with God (ſaith one) 
let him pray frequently, lct 
him read diligently ; for 
when we ipcak with God, 


when wee read or heare, 
God ſpeakethto us, Sixt- 


g4inſt thine enemies, of 
the beſt, ſafeſt refuge in 
diſtreſle, the ſpcedieft de- 


liverance our of trouble, 


the Saints can aſſure thee 


[upon experience , that 


thereis none like this:wit- 


| neſle ©Moſes, HeHer,leho. 


ſaphat and the 1eſt , Se- 
| venthly' , wouldfſt thou 
command” al the armes 
of creatures; as heaven 8 
earth andallthe creatures 

thercin 
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| {ure thee, that Prayer is 
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therein,yea,eventhe An- 
ovcls themſelves, the peo. 
ple of God wil teachthee, 
that Prayer is the only 
word of command , By 
this Elijah did open and 
ſhut the heavens; By this 
Moſes tied and untied the 
hands of the Almighty; 
by this Zacob made the 
Lord toſtay with him, ſo 
that hee could not depart 
till hee had bleſſed him, 
Eighthly and laſtly in a 
word, wouldſt thou have 


thee,and protca thee, al- 
{iſt chee , and never leave 
thee till thou art brought 
|chrough this troublc- ; 

ſome vale to the life of 
glory , the Saints canal. 


a guide that might dire | 


the 
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UM 
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{ro continue it, till thou 


| end; theſe effects of Pray. 


[to getthe Tree into the 
garden of thy ſoul, which 


of the Spirit 
the only meane to bring 
the guidance of the Spirit 


intothe heart, and there 


commeſt ro thy journies 


er who can chooſe but af- 
fete 

Now if thou doeft fall 
in love with the Fruits 
thou maift haplyendeavor 


will make all the ground 
fruitful, Theſe rules being 
obſerved by thee, and the 
motives confidered, thou 
art in a fair poſſibility,to 
come acquainted with 
God, by whoſe mercy & 
guidance I have been led 
along inthis licleTreartiſe: 


4 @&..% Anchor 


defiring for the Cocluſton! 
| L _ ho- 
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. nothing bur this , that 
God may have the 


honour, 6 his 


People the” ** 


profit. 
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